Reading 34.  Immanuel Kant, Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals 

Outline with Study Questions


I.
Section I. Transition from Common Rational to Philosophic Moral Cognition 


1.
What is the one thing that is good without limitation? 


2.
Why is happiness not good without limitation? 


3.
What makes a good will good? 


4.
What is Kant’s distinction between an action conforming to duty and an action being done from duty? Are these two categories mutually exclusive? 


5.
Does an action done from inclination have moral worth? 


6.
What gives moral worth to an action done from duty? 


7.
Why can one have respect for law, but not for an inclination or for the effect of a proposed action? 


8.
Acting in accordance with what principle shows that a person has respect for universal law? 


9.
Why does a decision to avoid making a false promise have no moral worth if it is based on prudence? 


10.
Why is it impossible to will that it become a universal law that people may make a false promise to get out of a difficult situation? 


11.
What constitutes duty?


II.
Section II. Transition from Popular Moral Philosophy to the Metaphysics of Morals 


1.
For the human will, why are actions that are understood as objectively necessary subjectively contingent? 


2.
What is an imperative? 


3.
What is the difference between a hypothetical imperative and a categorical imperative? 


4.
What is Kant’s initial formula of the categorical imperative? 


5.
What is the formula of the categorical imperative that refers to the law of nature?


6.
How does Kant apply the law-of-nature formula to the following four maxims? 

a.
“From self-love, I will take my life when continuing to live promises to bring me more pain than pleasure.” 

b.
“When I need money, I will borrow it and promise to repay it, even though I know I will not be able to repay it.” 

c.
“Because I have a pleasurable life, I will not make the effort to develop my useful natural gifts.” 

d.
“I will not help those who are in need.” 

7.
Of the preceding four maxims, which ones can be thought without contradiction as universal laws of nature, though not willed without contradiction? 


8.
What contrast does Kant draw between things and persons? 


9.
What formula of the categorical imperative does Kant derive from the principle that a rational being is an end in itself? 


10.
How does Kant apply the end-in-itself formula of the categorical imperative to the four preceding maxims?

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1.
Is the moral worth of an action determined entirely by the intention behind it, with no reference to the actual effects of the action? 

2.
If a person helps others because he or she enjoys doing so, does the action lose its moral worth? 

3.
Does morality consist fundamentally in doing duty for the sake of duty? 

4.
Is an action immoral if one cannot consistently will that everyone do the action? 

5.
In practical terms, what does it mean to treat persons as ends in themselves? 

6.
Do all persons deserve to be treated as ends in themselves?
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