Reading 37.  Friedrich Nietzsche, Beyond Good and Evil 

Outline with Study Questions


I..
Section 257 

1.
Why is aristocratic society the basis of every enhancement of the type “man”? 

2.
How did aristocratic society originate?


II.
Section 258 

1.
What attitude characterizes a healthy aristocracy? 

2.
How is a healthy aristocracy like the climbing plant Sipo matador?


II.
Section 259


1.
Why is it a negation of life to refrain from injuring and exploiting the weaker? 

2.
What is the “primal fact” of all history?


IV.
Section 260


1.
In master morality what do “good” and “bad” mean? 

2.
What does the noble type of person honor? 

3.
To whom are duties owed in master morality? 

4.
In slave morality why are qualities such as pity, patience, humility, and friendliness honored? 

5.
Why is there a hint of contempt in slave morality for its idea of “good”?


V
Section 261 

1.
Why is it difficult for a noble person to comprehend vanity? 

2.
Historically what determined the value that dependent people attributed to themselves? 

3.
How does the phenomenon of vanity show the dominance of an older tendency over a newer one?


VI.
Section 265


1.
In what sense is the noble soul naturally egoistic? 

2.
Why is the noble soul’s reverence for its equals a form of egoism?


VII.
Section 272 

1.
What attitudes toward duty and responsibility are signs of nobility?


VIII.
Section 287 

1.
How do noble people reveal who they are?

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1.
Is the morality that applies to the ruling aristocracy different from the one that applies to ordinary persons? 

2.
Is life essentially a process of overpowering, appropriating, and exploiting the weaker? 

3.
Are qualities such as kindness, pity, and selflessness life-affirming or life-denying? 

4.
Does the superior soul create values, rather than accept those of other people? 

5.
Is a superior soul fundamentally egoistic?
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