Reading 38.  Jean-Paul Sartre, Existentialism Is a Humanism 

Outline with Study Questions


I.
What Existentialism Is 

1.
What belief is held by both Christian and atheistic existentialists? 

2.
What do existentialists mean by their doctrine that, in the case of human beings, existence precedes essence? 

3.
What is the first effect of existentialism?

4.
In what sense is each of us responsible for all human beings?


II.
Existential Emotions 

A.
Anguish 

1.
What does Sartre mean by “anguish”? 

2.
Why are all human beings anguished, even those who do not appear to be? 

B.
Abandonment 

1.
What does Sartre mean by “abandonment”? 

2.
Why does Sartre reject the secular morality of radicalism? 

3.
In atheistic existentialism, why is everything permissible? 

4.
How does Sartre’s example of the student who came to him for advice illustrate abandonment? 

5.
What point does Sartre make with his example of the Jesuit he met in a German prison camp?

C.
Despair 

1.
What does Sartre mean by “despair”? 

2.
How does the notion of despair apply to joining a political movement?


III.
Quietism 

1.
Why is existentialism the opposite of quietism?


IV.
Optimism 

1.
In what sense is existentialism an optimistic philosophy?


V.
Freedom 

1.
What is the ultimate significance of the actions of persons of good faith? 

2.
Why must an existentialist will the freedom of others?

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1
Do we create our own essence by our choices? 

2.
If God does not exist, is there any basis for objective moral values? 

3.
Do you choose something because it has value, or does it have value because you choose it? 

4.
Is freedom the highest moral value? Does valuing one’s own freedom require that one value the freedom of others? 

5.
Is existentialism a pessimistic philosophy? an optimistic philosophy?
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