Reading 4.  Thomas Aquinas, Treatise on God 

Outline with Study Questions


I.
First Article. Is the Existence of God Self-Evident? 

1.
In what sense is the proposition “God exists” self-evident? In what sense is it not self-evident?

2.
What is Aquinas’s reply to the objection that we are by nature endowed with a knowledge of God’s existence?

3.
What is Aquinas’s reply to the argument that we know that God exists because it would be contradictory for a being greater than which none can be signified to exist in the intellect alone?

4.
What is Aquinas’s reply to the objection that, since God is truth and the existence of truth is self-evident, the existence of God is self-evident? 


II.
Second Article. Can We Demonstrate the Existence of God?

1.
How does a demonstration by means of cause differ from a demonstration by means of effect?

2.
Why is God’s existence properly demonstrated by means of effect rather than by means of cause?

3.
What is Aquinas’s reply to the objection that we cannot demonstrate the existence of God because the existence of God is a matter of faith?

4.
What is Aquinas’s reply to the objection that we cannot demonstrate the existence of God because we do not know the essence of God?

5.
What is Aquinas’s reply to the objection that we cannot demonstrate the existence of God by effects because God’s effects are finite, while God is infinite?


III. Third Article. Does God Exist? 

A.
Proof from Motion 

1.
Why must there be first cause of motion, which causes motion but is not itself moved? 

B.
Proof from Efficient Causes 

1.
Why cannot something be the efficient cause of itself?

2.
Why must there be a first efficient cause, which causes other things but is not itself caused? 

C.
Proof from Possibility and Necessity 

1.
Why cannot all beings be possible beings (beings that can not-exist)?

2.
Why cannot there be an endless regress of necessary beings (beings that cannot not-exist)? 

D.
Proof from Gradations of Perfections 

1.
Why must there be something that is being in the highest degree?

2.
Why must there be something that causes the existence of all beings and all their perfections?
E.
Proof from the Governance of Things 

1.
Why is it evident that things lacking knowledge act for an end?

2.
Why must there be an intelligent being that directs things lacking knowledge to their ends? 

F.
Replies to Objections 

1.
What is Aquinas’s reply to the objection that the existence of evil shows that God does not exist?

2.
What is Aquinas’s reply to the objection that things in nature and things of free choice can be explained without reference to God? 

Questions for Reflection and Discussion 

1.
Is the proposition “God exists” self-evident in itself?

2.
Is the human mind, which is finite, able to demonstrate the existence of an infinite God?

3.
Is Aquinas correct that there cannot be an endless regress of causes?

4.
Is it a legitimate question to ask what caused God to exist?

5.
Does the gradation of perfections in things imply that something must be being in the highest degree?

6.
Can the principles of physics and evolutionary biology explain adequately how things lacking knowledge act for an end, with no need to posit an intelligent Creator?

7.
Is the being whose existence Aquinas’s proofs claim to establish the same as the personal God worshiped by believers?

8.
Is Aquinas’s explanation that God permits evil in order to bring good out of it based on faith or on reason? 
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