Reading 40.  Rita C. Manning, Just Caring 

Outline with Study Questions


I.
Introduction 

1.
What are the two elements of Manning’s ethic of caring? 

2.
What principle limits our obligation to care?


II.
Section I. Caring 

1.
What situations call for a caring response on one’s part? 

2.
On what three factors does one’s caring response depend? 

3.
How do subsistence needs differ from psychological needs? Meeting which kinds of needs is usually more fulfilling for the caregiver?


III.
Section II. Objects of Care 

1.
In addition to persons, what can be an object of care? 

2.
What should determine which objects we care for?


IV.
Section IV. Knowing How and When to Care 

1.
In Hume’s moral philosophy, how does justice supplant natural feelings of empathy? 

2.
What is Noddings’s strategy for determining what caring requires when natural caring is absent? 

3.
How do Hume and Nussbaum differ from Noddings with regard to the role of general principles in ethics? With whom does Manning agree?


V.
Section V. Defense of a General Obligation to Care 

1.
On what three grounds can the obligation to care be defended? 

2.
Why does Manning reject Noddings’s position that we have no obligation to help the starving people in Africa? 

3.
In Manning’s view, what is the basis of our obligations toward animals?


VI.
Section VI. Limitations on Obligations to Care 

1.
What distinguishes our prima facie obligation to care from our actual obligation to care? 

2.
In the ethic of care, when are we required to sacrifice?

VII.
Section VIII. Caring and Other Ethical Theories 

1.
How does an ethic of care differ from virtue ethics? How are these theories similar? 

2.
What feature does an ethic of care share with Nietzsche’s approach to determining how we should live our lives? 

3.
In what two ways is an ethic of care holistic? 

4.
How does an ethic of care differ from the land ethic with regard to human psychology?


VIII.
Section IX. Conclusion 

1.
What are the advantages of an ethic of care?

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1.
Is care the fundamental ethical value? 

2.
Do we have an obligation to extend a disposition to care to all persons in need, or just to some?

3.
Is it immoral not to actively care for those in need when we are able to do so without significant personal sacrifice? 

4.
Does the obligation to care extend to animals? 

5.
Does an ethic of care differ from an ethic of love?
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