Reading 41.  Plato, Crito
Outline with Study Questions


I.
Introduction

1.
What news does Crito bring Socrates?

2.
What correction does Socrates make to Crito’s prediction?


II.
 Crito’s Arguments for Escaping

1.
What two reasons does Crito first give Socrates for escaping from prison?

2.
According to Crito, why would it be unjust for Socrates not to escape?

3.
What argument does Crito give regarding Socrates’ sons?


III. Socrates’ Initial Reply to Crito

1.
On what basis will Socrates decide whether to escape?

2.
According to Socrates, whose opinion should we follow in matters of physical training? If we do not follow the correct opinion, which part of our human nature will suffer?

3.
Whose opinion should we follow in moral matters? If we do not follow the correct opinion, which part of our human nature will suffer?

4.
Which part of our human nature is more valuable?


IV.
Two Principles of Morality

1.
What is Socrates’ principle about not wronging or mistreating others?

2.
What is Socrates’ principle about keeping just agreements?


V.
The Speech of the Laws of Athens



According to the personified laws of Athens:

1.
How does Socrates’ principle about not wronging or mistreating others apply to his possible escape from prison?

2.
Why should Socrates honor his country and its laws even more than he honors his parents?

3.
What legitimate options did Socrates have if he did not like the laws of Athens?

4.
Why would Socrates be breaking a just agreement if he escaped from prison?

5.
How would Socrates’ escape affect his friends?

6.
What difficulties would Socrates face if he escaped to another city?

7.
Why would it be a mistake for Socrates to escape for the sake of his children?


VI.
Conclusion

1.
What is the final exchange between Socrates and Crito?

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1.
Is it always morally wrong to mistreat others, even if they have mistreated us?

2.
Would Socrates have mistreated Athens by escaping from prison?

3.
Is it always morally wrong to break a just law, even a minor law?

4.
Would Socrates have broken a just agreement by escaping from prison?

5.
Is it better to suffer any bodily harm rather than do the slightest damage to one’s soul?

6.
Was Socrates foolish not to escape from prison and save his life?
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