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Reading 50.  Anne Phillips, Multiculturalism without Culture

Outline with Study Questions


I.
Introduction

1.
What has been exaggerated by both supporters and critics of multiculturalism?

2.
What is the basic contention of Phillips’s book?


II.
Chapter 1. Multiculturalism without Culture

A.
Cultural Difference and Moral Norms


1.
How do universalism and relativism differ regarding the nature of principles of justice?

2.
What two assumptions are made by those who hold that each culture involves its own, highly distinctive norms of justice?

3.
What are the three limiting moral principles that Phillips believes hold for all cultures?

4.
In contemporary Europe and the United States, what is gender equality generally taken to mean?

B.
Equality and Autonomy

1.
What are the two competing views about who are best qualified to articulate the social meaning and significance of a cultural practice?

2.
According to Sawitri Saharso, what value can conflict with the value of gender equality? Why does she reject the common way of resolving this conflict?

3.
According to Phillips, why is it problematic to use arguments from women’s rights and women’s autonomy to override the stated preferences of young women from cultural minorities?

4.
What is Phillips’s example of a cultural practice for which it is difficult to differentiate between free choice and cultural coercion?

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1.
Do advocates of multiculturalism have stereotypical views of cultures?

2.
Is the preservation of minority cultures preferable to cultural assimilation?

3.
Is the morality of female genital cutting relative to culture?

4.
Is gender equality a value relative to culture?

5.
Is providing equality of opportunity for men and women a sufficient way to promote gender equality?

6.
Can the value of women’s autonomy conflict with the value of gender equality? If so, which value should prevail?
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