Reading 6.  William Paley, Natural Theology 

Outline with Study Questions


I.
Chapter I. The State of the Argument 

1.
If we were to find a watch lying in a heath, what basic feature of the watch would lead us to conclude that it was designed by an artisan? 

2.
Why would our conclusion not be weakened if we found that the watch sometimes malfunctioned? if it had some parts whose functions we did not understand?

3.
Why is it inadequate to say that the watch resulted from “the laws of metallic nature”? 


II.
Chapter II. The State of the Argument Continued 

1.
If we were to discover that the watch was produced by another watch, why would this not eliminate the need for an intelligent designer? 

2.
Why would there still be a need for a designer of the watch, even if the series of watches made by previous watches extended back infinitely? 


III.
Chapter III. Application of the Argument 

1.
How does design in natural entities differ from design in human artifacts? 

2.
What conclusion does Paley draw from his comparison of the eye and a telescope? 


IV.
Chapter V. Application of the Argument Continued 

1.
What is Paley’s response to the claim that the imperfections in creatures imply a defect in the Creator? 

Questions for Reflection and Discussion 

1.
Can the existence of complex organisms be explained by postulating an infinite preceding series of causes, with no need for a divine First Cause? 

2.
Can the complex structure of organisms be explained by a series of random evolutionary changes, with no need for a divine Designer?

3.
Can the complex structure of the inanimate universe be explained by the laws of physics, with no need for a divine Lawmaker?

4.
Does the complexity of the animate and inanimate worlds make it probable that there was an intelligent Designer?

5.
Is the existence of imperfections in creatures compatible with their being designed by an all-powerful, all-good, and all-wise God? 

For Further Reading
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This work argues that the kinds of design in the universe discovered by the sciences show that there is an intelligent Creator. Chapter 13, “Mind in Nature” (pp. 163–80), and Chapter 14, “Design and Its Critics” (pp. 181–91), respond to various criticisms of the argument from design. 
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Chapter 8, “Teleological Arguments” (pp. 133–51), contends that the argument from design lends probability to the existence of God. (A “teleological” argument is based on the doctrine that things in nature are designed to act for a goal [telos in Greek].) 

Taylor, A. E. Does God Exist? New York: Macmillan, 1947. 173 pp. 


Taylor argues that scientific objections to the existence of God are unsound and that belief in a divine Designer of the universe is more reasonable than atheism. 

Taylor, Richard. Metaphysics. 4th ed. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1992. 168 pp.


Chapter 11, “God” (pp. 99–116), includes a defense of the argument from design. 

