Reading 8.  Augustine, On Free Choice of the Will 

Outline with Study Questions


I.
Chapter 1 

1.
What are the two kinds of evil? Which kind is caused by God? Which kind has some other cause? 

2.
How do we know that a person who does evil, does so voluntarily (from free will)? 

3.
Why is evildoing not something that is learned? 


II.
Chapter 2 

1.
What “troubling” argument seems to show that God is responsible for the sins people commit? 

2.
If we think as highly of God as possible, what qualities must we attribute to God? 


III.
Chapter 3 

1.
After rejecting the view that adultery is evil because the law forbids it, what two answers does Evodius give to explain why it is evil? 

2.
How does Augustine refute each of these answers of Evodius? 

3.
What is Augustine’s initial theory about what makes adultery (and all other sins) evil? 


IV.
Chapter 4 

1.
Why does Augustine’s theory of the nature of evildoing seem not to apply to a slave who kills the master in order to live without fear? 

2.
How does Augustine elaborate his theory of evildoing to make it include cases such as a slave killing the master? 


V.
Chapter 10 

1.
Why can inordinate desire never overpower the mind? 

2.
Why cannot a virtuous mind be overpowered by a vicious (unjust) spirit? by a material object? by a virtuous (just) spirit? 


VI.
Chapter 11 

1.
What makes the mind a slave to inordinate desire? 

2.
Why is the mind justly punished for inordinate desire? 

3.
How is the mind punished by the very fact that it yields to inordinate desire? 


VII.
Chapter 12 

1.
What does a good will desire? 

2.
Why does the power to have a good will lie in the will itself? 


VIII
 Chapter 14 

1.
Why are some people unhappy, even though everyone wills to be happy, a good will causes happiness, and having a good will lies within one’s own power?

2.
What does it mean to live rightly? 


IX.
Chapter 16 

1.
What does evildoing (sin) consist of? 

2.
What is the source of our evildoing? 

Questions for Reflection and Discussion 

1.
If evildoing is due to the free choice of the will, and if God gave us free will, is God ultimately responsible for evildoing?

2.
Does the essence of evildoing lie in the person’s intention rather than in the external action? If so, what kinds of intention are morally wrong?

3.
If an eternal realm exists, is it always morally wrong for us to choose the temporal over the eternal?

4.
Can inordinate desire ever overpower the mind? If so, are we morally responsible for this?
5.
If we by nature want happiness, and if we choose evil because we mistakenly think it will make us happy, are we responsible for our evil choices? 
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