
THE WESTERN
EXPERIENCE

Ninth Edition

MORTIMER CHAMBERS
University of California, Los Angeles

BARBARA HANAWALT
The Ohio State University

THEODORE K. RABB
Princeton University

ISSER WOLOCH
Columbia University

RAYMOND GREW
University of Michigan

LISA TIERSTEN
Barnard College

Boston    Burr Ridge, IL    Dubuque, IA    Madison, WI    New York    San Francisco    St. Louis
Bangkok    Bogotá    Caracas    Kuala Lumpur    Lisbon    London    Madrid    Mexico City
Milan    Montreal    New Delhi    Santiago    Seoul    Singapore    Sydney    Taipei    Toronto

cha83693_fm.qxd  2/6/06  1:23 PM  Page i



THE WESTERN EXPERIENCE
Published by McGraw-Hill, a business unit of The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc., 1221 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY, 10020.
Copyright © 2007, 2003, 1999, 1995, 1991, 1987, 1983, 1979, 1974 by The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of
this publication may be reproduced or distributed in any form or by any means, or stored in a database or retrieval system, without the
prior written consent of The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc., including, but not limited to, in any network or other electronic storage or
transmission, or broadcast for distance learning.

Some ancillaries, including electronic and print components, may not be available to customers outside the United States.

This book is printed on acid-free paper. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0 DOW/DOW 0 9 8 7 6 

ISBN-13: 978-0-07-288369-5
ISBN-10: 0-07-288369-3

Vice President and Editor-in-Chief: Emily Barrosse
Publisher: Lyn Uhl
Senior Sponsoring Editor: Monica Eckman
Director of Development: Lisa Pinto
Developmental Editor: Angela W. Kao
Permissions Coordinator: The Permissions Group
Marketing Manager: Katherine Bates
Managing Editor: Jean Dal Porto
Project Manager: Emily Hatteberg
Art Director: Jeanne Schreiber
Art Editor: Ayelet Arbel
Lead Designer: Gino Cieslik
Cover and Interior Designer: Ellen Pettengell
Cover credit: Pieter Bruegel the Elder, Wedding Procession, ca. 1560; Scala/Art Resource, NY
Senior Photo Research Coordinator: Alexandra Ambrose
Photo Research: Photosearch, Inc., New York
Senior Supplement Producer: Louis Swaim
Senior Production Supervisor: Carol A. Bielski
Lead Media Producer: Sean Crowley
Media Project Manager: Kate Boylan
Composition: 9.5/12 Trump, by Carlisle Publishing Services
Printing: 45 # Pub Matte Plus, R.R. Donnelley & Sons

Credits: The credits section for this book begins on page C-1 and is considered an extension of the copyright page. 

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

The Western experience / Mortimer Chambers ... [et al,].—9th ed. [main text]
6 v. cm.

Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN-13: 978-0-07-288369-5 (alk. paper)
ISBN-10: 0-07-288369-3 (alk. paper)
1. Civilization—History. 2. Civilization, Western—History. I. Chambers, Mortimer.

CB59.W38 2007
909’.09821—dc22

2006041940

The Internet addresses listed in the text were accurate at the time of publication. The inclusion of a Web site does not indicate an
endorsement by the authors or McGraw-Hill, and McGraw-Hill does not guarantee the accuracy of the information presented at
these sites.

www.mhhe.com 

cha83693_fm.qxd  2/6/06  1:23 PM  Page ii



About the Authors

Mortimer Chambers is Professor of History at the Uni-
versity of California at Los Angeles. He was a Rhodes
Scholar from 1949 to 1952 and received an M.A. from
Wadham College, Oxford, in 1955 after obtaining his doc-
torate from Harvard University in 1954. He has taught at
Harvard University (1954–1955) and the University of
Chicago (1955–1958). He was Visiting Professor at the
University of British Columbia in 1958, the State Univer-
sity of New York at Buffalo in 1971, the University of
Freiburg (Germany) in 1974, and Vassar College in 1988.
A specialist in Greek and Roman history, he is coauthor
of Aristotle’s History of Athenian Democracy (1962), ed-
itor of a series of essays entitled The Fall of Rome (1963),
and author of Georg Busolt: His Career in His Letters
(1990) and of Staat der Athener, a German translation
and commentary to Aristotle’s Constitution of the Athe-
nians (1990). He has edited Greek texts of the latter work
(1986) and of the Hellenica Oxyrhynchia (1993). He has
contributed articles to the American Historical Review
and Classical Philology as well as to other journals, both
in America and in Europe. He is also an editor of Histo-
ria, the international journal of ancient history.

Barbara Hanawalt holds the King George III Chair of
British History at The Ohio State University and is the
author of numerous books and articles on the social
and cultural history of the Middle Ages. Her publica-
tions include The Middle Ages: An Illustrated History
(1999), ‘Of Good and Ill Repute’: Gender and Social
Control in Medieval England (1998), Growing Up in
Medieval London: The Experience of Childhood in
History (1993), The Ties That Bound: Peasant Life
in Medieval England (1986), and Crime and Conflict
in English Communities, 1300–1348 (1979). She re-
ceived her M.A. in 1964 and her Ph.D. in 1970, both
from the University of Michigan. She has served as
president of the Social Science History Association
and the Medieval Academy of America and has been
on the Council of the American Historical Association
and the Medieval Academy of America. She was a fel-
low of the Netherlands Institute for Advanced Study
(2005–2006), a fellow of the Guggenheim Foundation
(1998–1999), an ACLS Fellow in 1975–1976, a fellow at

the National Humanities Center (1997–1998), a fellow
at the Wissenschaftskolleg in Berlin (1990–1991), a
member of the School of Historical Research at the
Institute for Advanced Study, and a senior research
fellow at the Newberry Library in 1979–1980.

Theodore K. Rabb is Professor of History at Princeton
University. He received his Ph.D. from Princeton in
1961 and subsequently taught at Stanford, Northwest-
ern, Harvard, and Johns Hopkins universities. He is the
author of numerous articles and reviews in journals
such as The New York Times and the Times Literary
Supplement, and he has been editor of The Journal of
Interdisciplinary History since its foundation. Among
his books are The Struggle for Stability in Early Mod-
ern Europe (1975), Renaissance Lives (1993), and Ja-
cobean Gentleman (1999). He has won awards from the
Guggenheim Foundation, the National Endowment for
the Humanities, the American Historical Association,
and the National Council for History Education. He
was the principal historian for the PBS series Renais-
sance, which was nominated for an Emmy.

Isser Woloch is Moore Collegiate Professor of History at
Columbia University. He received his Ph.D. (1965) from
Princeton University in the field of eighteenth- and nine-
teenth-century European history. He has taught at Indi-
ana University and at the University of California at Los
Angeles, where, in 1967, he received a Distinguished
Teaching Citation. He has been a fellow of the ACLS,
the National Endowment for the Humanities, the
Guggenheim Foundation, and the Institute for Advanced
Study at Princeton. His publications include Jacobin
Legacy: The Democratic Movement under the Directory
(1970), The Peasantry in the Old Regime: Conditions
and Protests (1970), The French Veteran from the Revo-
lution to the Restoration (1979), Eighteenth-Century
Europe: Tradition and Progress, 1715–1789 (1982), The
New Regime: Transformations of the French Civic
Order, 1789–1820s (1994), Revolution and the Meanings
of Freedom in the Nineteenth Century (1996), and
Napoleon and His Collaborators: The Making of a Dic-
tatorship (2001).

iii

cha83693_fm.qxd  2/6/06  1:23 PM  Page iii



Raymond Grew is Professor of History Emeritus at the
University of Michigan. He has also taught at Brandeis
University, Princeton University, and at the Écoles des
Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales in Paris. He earned
both his M.A. and Ph.D. from Harvard University in
the field of modern European history. He has been a
Fulbright Fellow to Italy and a Fulbright Travelling Fel-
low to Italy and to France, a Guggenheim Fellow, and a
Fellow of the National Endowment for the Humani-
ties. In 1962 he received the Chester Higby Prize from
the American Historical Association, and in 1963 the
Italian government awarded him the Unità d’Italia
Prize; in 1992 he received the David Pinkney Prize of
the Society for French Historical Studies and in 2000 a
citation for career achievement from the Society for
Italian Historical Studies. He has twice served as na-
tional chair of the Council for European Studies, was
for many years the editor of the international quarterly
Comparative Studies in Society and History, and is one
of the directors of the Global History Group. His recent
publications include essays on historical comparison,
global history, Catholicism in the nineteenth century,
fundamentalism, and Italian culture and politics. His
books include A Sterner Plan for Italian Unity (1963),

Crises of Development in Europe and the United
States (1978), School, State, and Society: The Growth
of Elementary Schooling in Nineteenth-Century
France (1991), with Patrick J. Harrigan, and two edited
volumes: Food in Global History (1999) and The Con-
struction of Minorities (2001).

Lisa Tiersten is Associate Professor of History at
Barnard College, Columbia University. She received
her Ph.D. (1991) at Yale University and has taught at
Wellesley College and Barnard College. She has been
the recipient of a Chateaubriand Fellowship, a French
Historical Studies Society Fellowship, and a Getty Fel-
lowship. She also received the Emily Gregory Teaching
Award at Barnard College in 1996. Her publications in-
clude Marianne in the Market: Envisioning Consumer
Society in Fin-de-Siècle France (2001). She is currently
at work on a history of bankruptcy and the culture of
credit in modern France, entitled Terms of Trade: The
Capitalist Imagination in Modern France, and on an
edited volume on the comparative history of children’s
rights in twentieth-century Europe. Her research inter-
ests include modern France, gender, consumer culture,
empire, and the comparative culture of capitalism.

iv About the Authors

cha83693_fm.qxd  2/6/06  1:23 PM  Page iv



This book is dedicated to the memory of David Herlihy, whose
erudition and judgment were central to its creation and whose

friendship and example continue to inspire his coauthors.

cha83693_fm.qxd  2/6/06  1:23 PM  Page v



Brief Contents

Chapter 1 THE FIRST CIVILIZATIONS 3

Chapter 2 THE FORMING OF GREEK CIVILIZATION 33

Chapter 3 CLASSICAL AND HELLENISTIC GREECE 65

Chapter 4 THE ROMAN REPUBLIC 91

Chapter 5 THE EMPIRE AND CHRISTIANITY 119

Chapter 6 THE MAKING OF WESTERN EUROPE 157

Chapter 7 THE EMPIRES OF THE EARLY MIDDLE AGES (800–1000):
CREATION AND EROSION 181

Chapter 8 RESTORATION OF AN ORDERED SOCIETY 215

Chapter 9 THE FLOWERING OF MEDIEVAL CIVILIZATION 249

Chapter 10 THE URBAN ECONOMY AND THE CONSOLIDATION OF

STATES 279

Chapter 11 BREAKDOWN AND RENEWAL IN AN AGE OF PLAGUE 305

Chapter 12 TRADITION AND CHANGE IN EUROPEAN CULTURE,
1300–1500 337

Chapter 13 REFORMATIONS IN RELIGION 365

Chapter 14 ECONOMIC EXPANSION AND A NEW POLITICS 395

Chapter 15 WAR AND CRISIS 429

Chapter 16 CULTURE AND SOCIETY IN THE AGE OF THE SCIENTIFIC

REVOLUTION 459

Chapter 17 THE EMERGENCE OF THE EUROPEAN STATE SYSTEM 491

Chapter 18 THE WEALTH OF NATIONS 527

Chapter 19 THE AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT 555

Chapter 20 THE FRENCH REVOLUTION 581

Chapter 21 THE AGE OF NAPOLEON 615

Chapter 22 FOUNDATIONS OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY: POLITICS

AND SOCIAL CHANGE 641

vi

cha83693_fm.qxd  2/6/06  1:23 PM  Page vi



Chapter 23 LEARNING TO LIVE WITH CHANGE 671

Chapter 24 NATIONAL STATES AND NATIONAL CULTURES 705

Chapter 25 PROGRESS AND ITS DISCONTENTS 737

Chapter 26 NINETEENTH-CENTURY EMPIRES 773

Chapter 27 WORLD WAR I AND THE WORLD IT CREATED 821

Chapter 28 THE GREAT TWENTIETH-CENTURY CRISIS 861

Chapter 29 THE NIGHTMARE: WORLD WAR II 901

Chapter 30 THE NEW EUROPE 941

Brief Contents vii

cha83693_fm.qxd  2/6/06  1:23 PM  Page vii



viii

Contents

LIST OF MAPS XIX

LIST OF BOXES XXI

PREFACE XXIV

Chapter 1

THE FIRST CIVILIZATIONS 3
THE EARLIEST HUMANS 4
HUMAN BEINGS AS FOOD GATHERERS 4
HUMAN BEINGS AS FOOD PRODUCERS 5
EARLY NEAR EASTERN VILLAGES 5

THE FIRST CIVILIZATIONS IN MESOPOTAMIA 6
THE EMERGENCE OF CIVILIZATION 7
SUMER 8
THE BABYLONIAN KINGDOM 10
MESOPOTAMIAN CULTURE 13

EGYPT 13
THE OLD AND MIDDLE KINGDOMS 13

THE NEW KINGDOM 17
A VIEW OF EGYPTIAN SOCIETY 19

PALESTINE 20
CANAANITES AND PHOENICIANS 20
HEBREW SOCIETY AND THE BIBLE 21
THE JEWISH LEGACY 25

THE NEAR EASTERN STATES 25
THE ASSYRIAN STATE 25
THE NEO-BABYLONIAN KINGDOM AND THE MEDES 26
THE PERSIAN EMPIRE 27

Chapter 2

THE FORMING OF GREEK CIVILIZATION 33
CRETE AND EARLY GREECE
(CA. 3000–1100 B.C.) 34
CRETAN CIVILIZATION 34
CRETE AND THE GREEKS 37
MYCENAEAN CIVILIZATION (CA. 1600–1100 B.C.) 38

THE GREEK RENAISSANCE
(CA. 800–600 B.C.) 40
GREEK RELIGION 41
PUBLIC GAMES 43
COLONIZATION (CA. 750–CA. 550 B.C.) 44
THE ALPHABET 44
ARCHAIC LITERATURE 45

THE POLIS 47
ORGANIZATION AND GOVERNMENT 47
THE ECONOMY OF THE POLEIS (CA. 700–400 B.C.) 49
SPARTA AND ATHENS (CA. 700–500 B.C.) 50

THE CHALLENGE OF PERSIA 55
THE INVASION UNDER DARIUS AND MARATHON (490 B.C.) 55
THE SECOND PERSIAN WAR (480–479 B.C.) 57

THE WARS OF THE FIFTH CENTURY
(479–404 B.C.) 57
THE ATHENIAN EMPIRE 57
THE AGE OF PERICLES 58
THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR (431–404 B.C.) 59

cha83693_fm.qxd  2/20/06  8:40 AM  Page viii



Contents ix

Chapter 3

CLASSICAL AND HELLENISTIC GREECE 65

Chapter 4

THE ROMAN REPUBLIC 91

CLASSICAL GREEK CULTURE (CA. 500–323 B.C.)
66
GREEK PHILOSOPHY 66
GREEK TRAGEDY 71
GREEK COMEDY: ARISTOPHANES 73
HISTORICAL WRITING 73
THE FAMILY IN CLASSICAL GREECE 74

THE RISE OF MACEDONIA 76
THE DECLINE OF THE INDEPENDENT POLEIS 77

PHILIP II OF MACEDONIA 77
ALEXANDER THE GREAT 78

THE HELLENISTIC AGE (323–30 B.C.) 81
THE DISSOLUTION OF ALEXANDER’S EMPIRE 81
ECONOMIC LIFE 82
LITERATURE, ART, AND SCIENCE 84
PHILOSOPHY AND RELIGION 85

THE UNIFICATION OF ITALY (TO 264 B.C.) 92
THE GEOGRAPHY OF ITALY 92
EARLY ROME 92
THE EARLY ROMAN REPUBLIC 93
THE STRUGGLE OF THE ORDERS (494–287 B.C.) 94
ROMAN SOCIETY IN THE REPUBLIC 97
EARLY ROMAN LITERATURE 99
EARLY EXPANSION OF ROME 100

THE AGE OF MEDITERRANEAN CONQUEST
(264–133 B.C.) 100
THE PUNIC WARS 101
EXPANSION IN THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN 102
THE NATURE OF ROMAN EXPANSION 103

THE ROMAN REVOLUTION (133–27 B.C.) 104
SOCIAL CHANGE AND THE GRACCHI 104
THE YEARS OF THE WARLORDS 106
THE FIRST TRIUMVIRATE 108
THE SUPREMACY OF JULIUS CAESAR 110

THE END OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC 113
THE SECOND TRIUMVIRATE 113
OCTAVIAN TRIUMPHANT 113

THE FOUNDING OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE 114
AUGUSTUS AND THE PRINCIPATE 114
AUGUSTUS, THE FIRST ROMAN EMPEROR 115

Chapter 5

THE EMPIRE AND CHRISTIANITY 119
THE EMPIRE AT ITS HEIGHT 120
THE SUCCESSORS OF AUGUSTUS 120
THE FIVE GOOD EMPERORS 121
ROMAN IMPERIAL CIVILIZATION 124

THE PERIOD OF CRISIS (192–284) 133
THE CRISIS OF LEADERSHIP 133
WEAKNESSES IN ROMAN SLAVERY 133
THE PLIGHT OF THE POOR 134

THE LATE ROMAN EMPIRE 134
RESTORATION UNDER DIOCLETIAN 134

CONSTANTINE AND THE BUREAUCRACY 135
THE DECLINE OF THE WESTERN EMPIRE 135

CHRISTIANITY AND ITS EARLY RIVALS 139
THE MYSTERY RELIGIONS 140
THE JEWS IN THE ROMAN EMPIRE 140
ORIGINS OF CHRISTIANITY 143
BATTLES WITHIN CHRISTIANITY 147
THE FATHERS OF THE CHURCH 149

cha83693_fm.qxd  2/6/06  1:23 PM  Page ix



x Contents

Chapter 6

THE MAKING OF WESTERN EUROPE 157
THE NEW COMMUNITY OF PEOPLES 158
THE GREAT MIGRATIONS 158
GERMANIC SOCIETY 162
GERMANS AND ROMANS 163

THE NEW POLITICAL STRUCTURES 164
THE EARLY BYZANTINE EMPIRE 164
JUSTINIAN THE GREAT (R. 527–565) OF BYZANTIUM 165
THE FRANKISH KINGDOM 168
KINGSHIP IN ITALY AND SPAIN 169

ANGLO-SAXON ENGLAND 169

THE NEW ECONOMY, 500–900 170
AGRICULTURAL INNOVATIONS 170
TRADE AND MANUFACTURE 171

THE EXPANSION OF THE CHURCH 172
ORIGINS OF THE PAPACY 172
MONASTICISM 174
MISSIONARIES AND POPULAR RELIGION 175
THE CHURCH AND CLASSICAL LEARNING 177

Chapter 7

THE EMPIRES OF THE EARLY MIDDLE AGES (800–1000):
CREATION AND EROSION 181

ISLAM 182
THE ARABS 182
MUHAMMAD 182
THE RELIGION OF ISLAM 183
EXPANSION OF ISLAM 184
ISLAMIC ECONOMY AND SOCIETY 187
ARABIC CONTRIBUTIONS TO GLOBAL CULTURE 187
DECLINE OF MEDIEVAL ISLAMIC CIVILIZATION 189

THE BYZANTINE EMPIRE (610–1071) 191
STRAINS ON THE EMPIRE 191
BYZANTINE GOVERNMENT 192
THE EASTERN CHURCH AND THE WESTERN CHURCH 193
BYZANTINE ECONOMY AND SOCIETY 193

BYZANTINE CULTURE 195
DECLINE OF THE BYZANTINE EMPIRE 195

THE CAROLINGIAN, OR FRANKISH, EMPIRE 196
CHARLEMAGNE 196
CAROLINGIAN GOVERNMENT 197
THE CAROLINGIAN RENAISSANCE 199
CAROLINGIAN SOCIETY AND CULTURE 203
DECLINE OF THE CAROLINGIAN EMPIRE 204

THE VIKINGS, KIEV, AND ENGLAND 205
THE VIKINGS 205
THE KIEVAN RUS PRINCIPALITY 207
ANGLO-SAXON ENGLAND 210

Chapter 8

RESTORATION OF AN ORDERED SOCIETY 215
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CHANGES 216
FEUDALISM 216
LIFE OF THE NOBILITY 219
MANORIALISM 222
PEASANT LIFE 224
EXPANSION OF EUROPE 225
COMMERCIAL EXPANSION 226
REBIRTH OF URBAN LIFE 227

GOVERNMENTS OF EUROPE 1000–1150 229
NORMAN ENGLAND 229
CAPETIAN FRANCE 231
THE GERMAN EMPIRE 232

THE REFORM OF THE WESTERN CHURCH 235
THE CHURCH IN CRISIS 235
MONASTIC REFORM 235
PAPAL REFORM 236
INVESTITURE CONTROVERSY 236
CONSOLIDATION OF PAPAL REFORM 237

THE CRUSADES 238
ORIGINS 238
THE MOTIVES OF THE CRUSADERS 239
THE FIRST CRUSADE 239
THE KINGDOM OF JERUSALEM 240
THE LATER CRUSADES 241
RESULTS OF THE CRUSADES 243

cha83693_fm.qxd  2/6/06  1:23 PM  Page x



Contents xi

Chapter 9

THE FLOWERING OF MEDIEVAL CIVILIZATION 249
CULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS 250
THE RISE OF UNIVERSITIES 250
SCHOLASTICISM 252
SPIRITUAL APPROACHES TO KNOWLEDGE 255
ROMANESQUE ARCHITECTURE 256
THE GOTHIC STYLE 259
COURT CULTURE 262

THE STATES OF EUROPE 263
ENGLAND 263

FRANCE 268
THE IBERIAN KINGDOMS 269
GERMANY: THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE 270

THE CHURCH 272
THE GROWTH OF HERESY 272
THE SUPPRESSION OF HERESY 273
THE FRIARS 274
PAPAL GOVERNMENT 275

Chapter 10

THE URBAN ECONOMY AND THE CONSOLIDATION OF STATES 279
CITIES, TRADE, AND COMMERCE 280
URBAN GOVERNMENT 280
THE ORGANIZATION OF CRAFTS AND TRADES 282
COMMERCIAL INSTITUTIONS 283
URBAN LIFE 286

MONARCHIES AND THE DEVELOPMENT
OF REPRESENTATIVE INSTITUTIONS 287
ENGLAND AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF PARLIAMENT 287
FRANCE AND THE CONSOLIDATION OF RULE 290
THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE AND THE FRAGMENTATION

OF RULE 291

GOVERNMENT IN THE EAST 291
THE BYZANTINE EMPIRE 292
THE MONGOLS 292
MUSCOVITE RUSSIA 293

THE PAPACY AND THE CHURCH 295
THE PAPACY 295
LAY RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE 296

LEARNING AND LITERATURE 299
PHILOSOPHY 299
DANTE 299

Chapter 11

BREAKDOWN AND RENEWAL IN AN AGE OF PLAGUE 305
POPULATION CATASTROPHES 306
DEMOGRAPHIC DECLINE 306
PLAGUE 307

ECONOMIC DEPRESSION AND RECOVERY 308
AGRICULTURAL SPECIALIZATION 309
PROTECTIONISM 310
TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCES 311
THE STANDARD OF LIVING 313

POPULAR UNREST 317
RURAL REVOLTS 318
URBAN REVOLTS 318
THE SEEDS OF DISCONTENT 318

CHALLENGES TO THE GOVERNMENTS
OF EUROPE 319
ROOTS OF POLITICAL UNREST 320
ENGLAND, FRANCE, AND THE HUNDRED YEARS’ WAR 320
THE TIDES OF BATTLE 321
THE EFFECTS OF THE HUNDRED YEARS’ WAR 324
THE STATES OF ITALY 326

THE FALL OF BYZANTIUM AND THE OTTOMAN
EMPIRE 329
THE FALL OF CONSTANTINOPLE 329
THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE 331

cha83693_fm.qxd  2/6/06  1:23 PM  Page xi



xii Contents

Chapter 12

TRADITION AND CHANGE IN EUROPEAN CULTURE, 
1300–1500 337

THE NEW LEARNING 338
THE FOUNDING OF HUMANISM 338
HUMANISM IN THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY 340
THE FLORENTINE NEOPLATONISTS 341
THE HERITAGE OF THE NEW LEARNING 343

ART AND ARTISTS IN THE ITALIAN
RENAISSANCE 343
THREE FRIENDS 343
THE HIGH RENAISSANCE 345
STATUS AND PERCEPTION 347

THE CULTURE OF THE NORTH 351
CHIVALRY AND DECAY 352
LITERATURE, ART, AND MUSIC 354

SCHOLASTIC PHILOSOPHY AND RELIGIOUS
THOUGHT 355
THE “MODERN WAY” 355
SOCIAL AND SCIENTIFIC THOUGHT 356

THE STATE OF CHRISTENDOM 357
THE REVIVAL OF THE PAPACY 359
STYLES OF PIETY 359
MOVEMENTS OF DOCTRINAL REFORM 361

Chapter 13

REFORMATIONS IN RELIGION 365
PIETY AND DISSENT 366
DOCTRINE AND REFORM 366
CAUSES OF DISCONTENT 368
POPULAR RELIGION 369
PIETY AND PROTEST IN LITERATURE AND ART 371
CHRISTIAN HUMANISM 372

THE LUTHERAN REFORMATION 374
THE CONDITIONS FOR CHANGE 374
MARTIN LUTHER 374
THE BREAK WITH ROME 375
LUTHERAN DOCTRINE AND PRACTICE 377
THE SPREAD OF LUTHERANISM 378
LUTHERANISM ESTABLISHED 379

THE SPREAD OF PROTESTANTISM 381
ZWINGLI AND THE RADICALS 381
PERSECUTION OF THE RADICALS 381
JOHN CALVIN 382
CALVINISM 383
THE ANGLICAN CHURCH 384

THE CATHOLIC REVIVAL 386
STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES 386
THE COUNCIL OF TRENT 387
THE AFTERMATH OF TRENT 388
IGNATIUS LOYOLA 389
THE JESUITS 390
RELIGION AND POLITICS 392

Chapter 14

ECONOMIC EXPANSION AND A NEW POLITICS 395
EXPANSION AT HOME 396
POPULATION INCREASE 396
ECONOMIC GROWTH 396
SOCIAL CHANGE 398

EXPANSION OVERSEAS 401
THE PORTUGUESE 402
THE SPANIARDS 403
THE FIRST COLONIAL EMPIRES 405

THE CENTRALIZATION OF POLITICAL POWER 407

TUDOR ENGLAND 407
VALOIS FRANCE 410
UNITED SPAIN 412
CHARLES V, HOLY ROMAN EMPEROR 415

THE SPLINTERED STATES 418
THE NEW STATECRAFT 424
NEW INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 424
MACHIAVELLI 425

cha83693_fm.qxd  2/6/06  1:23 PM  Page xii



Contents xiii

Chapter 15

WAR AND CRISIS 429
RIVALRY AND WAR IN THE AGE OF PHILIP II 430
PHILIP II OF SPAIN 430
ELIZABETH I OF ENGLAND 430
THE DUTCH REVOLT 431
CIVIL WAR IN FRANCE 435

FROM UNBOUNDED WAR TO INTERNATIONAL
CRISIS 437
THE THIRTY YEARS’ WAR 437
THE PEACE OF WESTPHALIA 440

THE MILITARY REVOLUTION 442
WEAPONS AND TACTICS 442
THE ORGANIZATION AND SUPPORT OF ARMIES 443
THE LIFE OF THE SOLDIER 443

REVOLUTION IN ENGLAND 444
PRESSURES FOR CHANGE 444

PARLIAMENT AND THE LAW 445
RISING ANTAGONISMS 446
CIVIL WAR 446
ENGLAND UNDER CROMWELL 447

REVOLTS IN FRANCE AND SPAIN 449
THE FRANCE OF HENRY IV 449
LOUIS XIII 450
POLITICAL AND SOCIAL CRISIS 451
SOURCES OF DISCONTENT IN SPAIN 451
REVOLT AND SECESSION 453

POLITICAL CHANGE IN AN AGE OF CRISIS 453
THE UNITED PROVINCES 454
SWEDEN 455
EASTERN EUROPE AND THE CRISIS 456

Chapter 16

CULTURE AND SOCIETY IN THE AGE
OF THE SCIENTIFIC REVOLUTION 459

SCIENTIFIC ADVANCE FROM COPERNICUS
TO NEWTON 460
ORIGINS OF THE SCIENTIFIC REVOLUTION 460
THE BREAKTHROUGHS 462
KEPLER AND GALILEO ADDRESS THE UNCERTAINTIES 463
THE CLIMAX OF THE SCIENTIFIC REVOLUTION: ISAAC

NEWTON 465

THE EFFECTS OF THE DISCOVERIES 466
A NEW EPISTEMOLOGY 466
THE WIDER INFLUENCE OF SCIENTIFIC THOUGHT 466
BACON AND DESCARTES 467
PASCAL’S PROTEST AGAINST THE NEW SCIENCE 468
SCIENCE INSTITUTIONALIZED 468

THE ARTS AND LITERATURE 471
UNSETTLING ART 471
UNSETTLING WRITERS 471
THE RETURN OF ASSURANCE IN THE ARTS 472
STABILITY AND RESTRAINT IN THE ARTS 477

SOCIAL PATTERNS AND POPULAR CULTURE 480
POPULATION TRENDS 480
SOCIAL STATUS 481
MOBILITY AND CRIME 481
CHANGE IN THE VILLAGES AND CITIES 482
BELIEF IN MAGIC AND RITUALS 485
FORCES OF RESTRAINT 486

Chapter 17

THE EMERGENCE OF THE EUROPEAN STATE SYSTEM 491
ABSOLUTISM IN FRANCE 492
THE RULE OF LOUIS XIV 492
GOVERNMENT 494
FOREIGN POLICY 494
DOMESTIC POLICY 498
THE END OF AN ERA 499
FRANCE AFTER LOUIS XIV 499

OTHER PATTERNS OF ABSOLUTISM 501
THE HABSBURGS AT VIENNA 501
THE HOHENZOLLERNS AT BERLIN 502
RIVALRY AND STATE BUILDING 504
THE PRUSSIA OF FREDERICK WILLIAM I 504
FREDERICK THE GREAT 505
THE HABSBURG EMPIRE 506

cha83693_fm.qxd  2/6/06  1:23 PM  Page xiii



xiv Contents

Chapter 20

THE FRENCH REVOLUTION 581
REFORM AND POLITICAL CRISIS 582
ENLIGHTENED ABSOLUTISM IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN

EUROPE 582
JOSEPH II AND THE LIMITS OF ABSOLUTISM 583
UPHEAVALS IN THE BRITISH EMPIRE 584

1789: THE FRENCH REVOLUTION 586
ORIGINS OF THE REVOLUTION 586
FISCAL CRISIS AND POLITICAL DEADLOCK 587

FROM THE ESTATES GENERAL TO THE NATIONAL

ASSEMBLY 589
THE CONVERGENCE OF REVOLUTIONS 591

THE RECONSTRUCTION OF FRANCE 593
THE DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF MAN AND CITIZEN 593
THE NEW CONSTITUTION 593
THE REVOLUTION AND THE CHURCH 597
COUNTERREVOLUTION, RADICALISM, AND WAR 600

Chapter 18

THE WEALTH OF NATIONS 527
DEMOGRAPHIC AND ECONOMIC GROWTH 528
A NEW DEMOGRAPHIC ERA 528
PROFIT INFLATION: THE MOVEMENT OF PRICES 530
PROTOINDUSTRIALIZATION 530

THE NEW SHAPE OF INDUSTRY 531
TOWARD A NEW ECONOMIC ORDER 532
THE ROOTS OF ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATION IN ENGLAND 533
COTTON: THE BEGINNING OF INDUSTRIALIZATION 534

INNOVATION AND TRADITION IN
AGRICULTURE 536
CONVERTIBLE HUSBANDRY 536

THE ENCLOSURE MOVEMENT IN BRITAIN 537
SERFS AND PEASANTS ON THE CONTINENT 538

EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY EMPIRES 542
MERCANTILE AND NAVAL COMPETITION 542
THE PROFITS OF GLOBAL COMMERCE 543
SLAVERY, THE FOUNDATION OF EMPIRE 544
MOUNTING COLONIAL CONFLICTS 546
THE GREAT WAR FOR EMPIRE 546
THE BRITISH FOOTHOLD IN INDIA 549

Chapter 19

THE AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT 555
THE ENLIGHTENMENT 556
THE BROADENING REVERBERATIONS OF SCIENCE 556
BEYOND CHRISTIANITY 558
THE PHILOSOPHES 559
DIDEROT AND THE ENCYCLOPEDIA 562
JEAN-JACQUES ROUSSEAU 563

EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY ELITE CULTURE 566
COSMOPOLITAN HIGH CULTURE 566

PUBLISHING AND READING 568
LITERATURE, MUSIC, AND ART 570

POPULAR CULTURE 573
POPULAR LITERATURE 574
LITERACY AND PRIMARY SCHOOLING 575
SOCIABILITY AND RECREATION 576

HABSBURGS AND BOURBONS AT MADRID 509
PETER THE GREAT AT ST. PETERSBURG 509

ALTERNATIVES TO ABSOLUTISM 511
ARISTOCRACY IN THE UNITED PROVINCES, SWEDEN,

AND POLAND 511
THE TRIUMPH OF THE GENTRY IN ENGLAND 513
POLITICS AND PROSPERITY 515

THE GROWTH OF STABILITY 516
CONTRASTS IN POLITICAL THOUGHT 518

THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM 520
DIPLOMACY AND WARFARE 520
ARMIES AND NAVIES 521
THE SEVEN YEARS’ WAR 523

cha83693_fm.qxd  2/6/06  1:23 PM  Page xiv



THE SECOND REVOLUTION 601
THE NATIONAL CONVENTION 601
THE REVOLUTIONARY CRISIS 603

THE JACOBIN DICTATORSHIP 604
THE SANS-CULOTTES: REVOLUTION FROM BELOW 607
THE REVOLUTIONARY WARS 609

Contents xv

Chapter 21

THE AGE OF NAPOLEON 615
FROM ROBESPIERRE TO BONAPARTE 616
THE THERMIDORIAN REACTION (1794–1795) 616
THE DIRECTORY (1795–1799) 617
THE RISE OF BONAPARTE 619
THE BRUMAIRE COUP 621

THE NAPOLEONIC SETTLEMENT IN FRANCE 622
THE NAPOLEONIC STYLE 622
POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS SETTLEMENTS 622
THE ERA OF THE NOTABLES 623

NAPOLEONIC HEGEMONY IN EUROPE 625
MILITARY SUPREMACY AND THE REORGANIZATION OF

EUROPE 625
NAVAL WAR WITH BRITAIN 627
THE NAPOLEONIC CONSCRIPTION MACHINE 629

RESISTANCE TO NAPOLEON 631
THE “SPANISH ULCER” 631
THE RUSSIAN DEBACLE 635
GERMAN RESISTANCE AND THE LAST COALITION 636
THE NAPOLEONIC LEGEND 637

Chapter 22

FOUNDATIONS OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY:
POLITICS AND SOCIAL CHANGE 641

THE POLITICS OF ORDER 642
THE CONGRESS OF VIENNA 642
THE PILLARS OF THE RESTORATION: RUSSIA, AUSTRIA,

PRUSSIA 647
THE TEST OF RESTORATION: SPAIN, ITALY, AND FRANCE 649

THE PROGRESS OF INDUSTRIALIZATION 652
THE TECHNOLOGY TO SUPPORT MACHINES 652

THE ECONOMIC EFFECTS OF REVOLUTION AND WAR 653
PATTERNS OF INDUSTRIALIZATION 654

THE SOCIAL EFFECTS 658
THE DIVISION OF LABOR 658
THE FAMILY 660
THE STANDARD OF LIVING 662

Chapter 23

LEARNING TO LIVE WITH CHANGE 671
IDEAS OF CHANGE 672
ROMANTICISM 672
SOCIAL THOUGHT 676
THE EARLY SOCIALISTS 680

THE STRUCTURE OF SOCIETY 682
SOCIAL CLASSES 682

THE CHANGING POPULATION 688
SOCIAL WELFARE 691

THE SPREAD OF LIBERAL GOVERNMENT 694
GREAT BRITAIN 694
THE REVOLUTIONS OF 1830 697

cha83693_fm.qxd  2/6/06  1:23 PM  Page xv



xvi Contents

Chapter 24

NATIONAL STATES AND NATIONAL CULTURES 705
THE REVOLUTIONS OF 1848 706
THE OPENING PHASE 706
THE FATAL DISSENSIONS 709
THE FINAL PHASE 710

THE POLITICS OF NATIONALISM 713
THE ELEMENTS OF NATIONALISM 713
A NEW REGIME: THE SECOND EMPIRE IN FRANCE 715

NATIONALISM AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 716
A NEW NATION: THE UNIFICATION OF ITALY 719
A NEW NATION: THE UNIFICATION OF GERMANY 723
RESHAPING THE OLDER EMPIRES 728

NINETEENTH-CENTURY CULTURE 730
THE ORGANIZATION OF CULTURE 730
THE CONTENT OF CULTURE 732

Chapter 25

PROGRESS AND ITS DISCONTENTS 737
ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATIONS 738
THE SECOND INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 738
URBANIZATION AND DEMOGRAPHIC CHANGE 743

UNDERSTANDINGS OF NATURE AND SOCIETY 744
THE CONQUESTS OF SCIENCE 744
SOCIAL SCIENCE AND IDEAS OF PROGRESS 745

THE BELLE EPOQUE 748
THE CULTURE OF CAPITALISM 749
ARTISTIC MODERNISM 750

ATTACKS ON LIBERAL CIVILIZATION 752
GENDER WARS IN THE FIN DE SIÈCLE 752

WORKING-CLASS MOVEMENTS 754
THE CHRISTIAN CRITIQUE 755
BEYOND REASON 756

DOMESTIC POLITICS 758
COMMON PROBLEMS 758
FRANCE: THE THIRD REPUBLIC 759
GERMANY: THE REICH 762
ITALY: THE LIBERAL MONARCHY 763
RUSSIA: DEFEAT AND REVOLUTION 763
AUSTRIA-HUNGARY: THE DELICATE BALANCE 765
SPAIN: INSTABILITY AND LOSS OF EMPIRE 766
GREAT BRITAIN: EDGING TOWARD DEMOCRACY 766

Chapter 26

NINETEENTH-CENTURY EMPIRES 773
THE BIRTH OF THE LIBERAL EMPIRE 774
THE DECLINE OF THE MERCANTILE COLONIAL WORLD 774
NEW SOURCES OF COLONIAL LEGITIMACY 776

EUROPEAN EXPANSION IN THE MIDCENTURY 780
INDIA AND THE RISE OF BRITISH SOVEREIGNTY 780
THE “SICK MEN”: THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE AND CHINA 780
EXPANSION IN SOUTHEAST ASIA AND THE PACIFIC RIM 782
THE EUROPEAN AWAKENING TO AFRICA 784

THE NEW IMPERIALISM, 1870–1914 787
EUROPE TRANSFORMED: EXPLAINING THE NEW

IMPERIALISM 788

THE SCRAMBLE FOR AFRICA 789
CONQUEST IN ASIA 796
THE NEW IMPERIAL MISSION 799

IMPERIALISM AT ITS PEAK 804
THE REORDERING OF COLONIAL LIFE 804
METHODS OF GOVERNANCE 807
NON-WESTERN NATIONALISMS 809
DEBATING EMPIRE: IMPERIAL POLITICS IN THE

METROPOLE 811
THE EFFECTS OF IMPERIALISM ON EUROPEAN SOCIETY 813

cha83693_fm.qxd  2/6/06  1:23 PM  Page xvi



Contents xvii

Chapter 28

THE GREAT TWENTIETH-CENTURY CRISIS 861
TWO SUCCESSFUL REVOLUTIONS 862
REVOLUTION IN RUSSIA 862
TOWARD A COMMUNIST SOCIETY 865
ITALIAN FASCISM 869

THE DISTINCTIVE CULTURE OF THE TWENTIETH
CENTURY 873
FREUDIAN PSYCHOLOGY 873
THE HUMANITIES 875
THE SCIENCES 876
PUBLIC CULTURE 878

THE GREAT DEPRESSION AND THE RETREAT
FROM DEMOCRACY 879

AUTHORITARIAN REGIMES 879
THE GREAT DEPRESSION 881

NAZI GERMANY AND THE USSR 883
HITLER’S GERMANY 884
STALIN’S SOVIET UNION 889

THE DEMOCRACIES’ WEAK RESPONSE 892
DIVISIVE SOCIAL CHANGE 892
THE ARGUMENT FOR LIBERTY 892
DOMESTIC POLITICS 894
THE FAILURES OF DIPLOMACY 895

Chapter 29

THE NIGHTMARE: WORLD WAR II 901
THE YEARS OF AXIS VICTORY 902
THE PATH TO WAR 902
THE LAST EUROPEAN WAR, 1939–1941 905

THE GLOBAL WAR, 1942–1945 909
THE TURN OF THE TIDE 910
COMPETING POLITICAL SYSTEMS 912
ALLIED STRATEGY 918
THE ROAD TO VICTORY 919

BUILDING ON THE RUINS 923

IMMEDIATE CRISES 923
EUROPE DIVIDED 927
DECOLONIZATION 930

EUROPEAN RECOVERY 933
ECONOMIC GROWTH 933
NEW POLITICAL DIRECTIONS 934
THE INTERNATIONAL CONTEXT 936

Chapter 27

WORLD WAR I AND THE WORLD IT CREATED 821
THE COMING OF WORLD WAR 822
BISMARCK’S SYSTEM OF ALLIANCES 822
THE SHIFTING BALANCE 823
THE OUTBREAK OF WORLD WAR 826
THE ORIGINS OF WORLD WAR 828

THE COURSE OF THE WAR 830
THE SURPRISES OF THE FIRST TWO YEARS 831
ADJUSTMENT TO TOTAL WAR 834
THE GREAT TRIALS OF 1917–1918 839

THE PEACE 842
THE EFFECTS OF WORLD WAR I 843
THE REVOLUTIONARY SITUATION 845
THE PEACE TREATIES 845

POSTWAR DEMOCRACY 850
THE NEW GOVERNMENTS 850
THE ESTABLISHED DEMOCRACIES 853
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 855

cha83693_fm.qxd  2/6/06  1:23 PM  Page xvii



xviii Contents

Chapter 30

THE NEW EUROPE 941
THE NEW INSTITUTIONS 942
CAUTIOUS BEGINNINGS 942
TOWARD EUROPEAN UNION 944

POSTINDUSTRIAL SOCIETY 947
EUROPE’S ADVANTAGE 947
NEW ISSUES 951

THE POLITICS OF PROSPERITY 953
WAVES OF PROTEST 953
CAPITALIST COUNTRIES: THE CHALLENGE OF RECESSION 955

COMMUNIST RULE: THE PROBLEM OF RIGIDITY 958

THE END OF AN ERA 961
THE MIRACLES OF 1989 961
THE DISINTEGRATION OF THE USSR 964
EUROPE WITHOUT COLD WAR 965

CONTEMPORARY CULTURE 973
POSTWAR CREATIVITY 973
THE EXPLOSION OF POPULAR CULTURE 975
SOCIAL THOUGHT 977

GLOSSARY G-1

TEXT CREDITS C-1

INDEX I-1

cha83693_fm.qxd  2/6/06  1:23 PM  Page xviii



Maps

xix

1.1 The Earliest Civilizations 7

1.2 Ancient Egypt 15

1.3 Five Ancient States 25

1.4 Five Kingdoms of the Near East, to 500 B.C. 26

2.1 Early Greece during the Bronze Age 35

2.2 Mycenae 39

2.3 Archaic and Classical Greece, 
ca. 800–400 B.C. 42

2.4 Greek Colonization, ca. 750–ca. 550 B.C. 45

2.5 Classical Athens, ca. 400 B.C. 53

2.6 The First Persian War, 490 B.C. 55

2.7 The Second Persian War, 480–479 B.C. 56

2.8 Greece in 431 B.C. at the Outbreak of the
Peloponnesian War 61

3.1 Macedonia under Philip II, 359–336 B.C. 78

3.2 The Empire of Alexander the Great and the
Route of His Conquests 79

3.3 Hellenistic Kingdoms after Alexander, 
ca. 240 B.C. 82

4.1 The City of Rome in Republican Times 96

4.2 Italy in 265 B.C., on the Eve of the Punic
Wars 101

4.3 The Expansion of the Roman Republic, 
241–44 B.C. 103

4.4 Gaul in the Time of Caesar 108

4.5 The Roman Provinces, 44 B.C.–A.D. 14 115

5.1 The Roman Empire, A.D. 14–284 122

5.2 The City of Rome in the Empire 124

5.3 The Eastern and Western Empires in 395 137

5.4 The Rhine Frontier of the Roman Empire 139

5.5 The Spread of Christianity 141

5.6 The Journeys of St. Paul 145

6.1 Invasions, Fourth through Sixth Centuries 161

6.2 Europe in the Age of Justinian 167

6.3 Anglo-Saxon England 170

7.1 Expansion of Islam 186

7.2 Carolingian Empire under Charlemagne 198

7.3 Partition of the Frankish Empire 204

7.4 Invasions of Southern Europe, Ninth through
Tenth Centuries 205

7.5 Invasions of Northern Europe, Eighth through
Ninth Centuries 206

7.6 Principality of Kiev 208

8.1 Idealized Diagram of Medieval Manor 223

8.2 German Migration Eastward 226

8.3 Medieval Trade Routes 227

8.4 The Growth of Medieval Bruges 228

8.5 The Eastern Mediterranean during the Early
Crusades 240

8.6 The Crusader States at Their Height 242

9.1 Great Monastic Centers of Learning 250

9.2 Medieval Universities 253

9.3 Medieval England, France, and Germany 264

10.1 Europe, ca. 1250 288

10.2 The Rise of Moscow, 1325–1533 294

11.1 The Black Death 308

11.2 The Hanseatic League and the Goods It Traded
in the Fourteenth Century 311

11.3 The Spread of Printing before 1500 316

11.4 The Hundred Years’ War 322

11.5 The Venetian Empire in the 1400s 329

11.6 The Italian States in 1454 330

11.7 The Ottoman Empire, 1300–1566 333

12.1 The Spread of Universities in the
Renaissance 342

12.2 The Great Schism, 1378–1417 358

13.1 Religious Divisions in Europe at the End of the
Sixteenth Century 391

14.1 Exploration and Conquest in the Fifteenth and
Sixteenth Centuries 402

14.2 France in the Fifteenth and Sixteenth
Centuries 411

cha83693_fm.qxd  2/20/06  8:40 AM  Page xix



xx Maps

14.3 The Empire of Charles V 416

14.4 The Growth of the Ottoman Empire under
Suleiman the Great, 1520–1566 421

15.1 The Netherlands, 1579–1609 435

15.2 Catholic and Protestant Powers in the Late
Sixteenth Century 437

15.3 Territorial Changes, 1648–1661 441

16.1 Speed of News Traveling to Venice in 1500
and 1700 469

16.2 Centers of Music, 1500–1800 478

16.3 The Growth of Cities, 1500–1800 483

17.1a The Wars of Louis XIV 496

17.1b The Wars of Louis XIV 497

17.2 The Austrian Empire, 1657–1718 503

17.3 Conflict in the Baltic Area, 1660–1721 505

17.4 The Expansion of Russia and the Partition of
Poland 512

17.5 Prussia and the Austrian Empire,
1721–1772 523

18.1 An Open-Field Village in France 538

18.2 Anglo-French Rivalry in North America and
the Caribbean as of 1756 547

18.3 The Beginnings of the British Raj in India 550

20.1 Redividing the Nation’s Territory in 1789 596

20.2 Conflicts in Revolutionary France 604

21.1 France and Its Sister Republics, 1798 620

21.2 Europe around 1810 628

21.3 South America after Independence 634

21.4 The Russian Campaign of 1812 635

22.1 Europe, 1815 645

24.1 Decline of the Ottoman Empire,
1683–1914 717

24.2 The Unification of Italy 722

24.3 The Unification of Germany 726

26.1 Southern Africa in the Nineteenth 
Century 786

26.2 Africa, 1914 795

26.3 Imperialism in Asia, 1900 798

26.4 Resistance to Imperialism, 1880–1920 810

27.1 The Balkans, 1878–1914 826

27.2 World War I, The Western Front 831

27.3 Territorial Gains, 1914–1919 842

27.4 Territorial Settlements, 1919–1926 848

29.1 Europe on the Eve of World War II 904

29.2 The Height of Axis Power, 1942 909

29.3 The Allied Victory in World War II 922

29.4 World War II in the Pacific 923

30.1 Growth of the European Union to 2005 945

30.2 Europe since World War II 962

30.3 Ethnic and Territorial Conflict in Europe and
the Middle East 966

30.4 Former Yugoslavia 969

cha83693_fm.qxd  2/20/06  8:40 AM  Page xx



Boxes

xxi

Primary Source Boxes

CHAPTER 1
Hammurabi’s Law Code 11
The Salvation of Israel 22
Jeremiah Reproaches Israel 23

CHAPTER 2
Sappho’s Love Poetry 48
“They Have a Master Called Law” 58

CHAPTER 3
Socrates Is Sentenced to Death 70
Oedipus’ Self-Mutilation 72
Thucydides: The Melian Dialogue 74
The Training of a Wife 76

CHAPTER 4
The Murder of Julius Caesar 112

CHAPTER 5
Tacitus on the Powers of Augustus 121
Augustine Is Brought to His Faith 151

CHAPTER 6
Tacitus on the Early Germans 163
Sidonius Apollinaris on Living with Germans 164
The Rule of St. Benedict on the Clothing of Monks 175

CHAPTER 7
The Koran on Christians and Jews 185
Einhard on Charlemagne 197

CHAPTER 8
The Terminology of Feudalism and Manorialism 219
A Twelfth-Century Description of London 229
Louis VI Subdues a Violent Baron 233
Gregory VII’s Letter to the German Nobility after

Canossa 238

CHAPTER 9
Abelard’s Sic et Non 254
Excerpts from the Magna Carta 267
The Techniques of the Inquisition 274

CHAPTER 10
The Craft of Weavers of Silk Kerchiefs at Paris 284
Unam Sanctam 296
The Beguinage of Saint Elizabeth in Ghent (1328) 297

CHAPTER 11
Boccaccio on the Black Death 309
The Trial of Joan of Arc 325
The Sultan Mehmet II 332

CHAPTER 12
Petrarch on Ancient Rome 340
Isabella d’Este’s Quest for Art 350
Hus at Constance 362

CHAPTER 13
Luther’s “Experience in the Tower” 375
The Trial of Elizabeth Dirks 385
St. Teresa’s Visions 389

CHAPTER 14
Henry VIII Claims Independence from the Pope 408

CHAPTER 15
Queen Elizabeth’s Armada Speech 433
Oliver Cromwell’s Aims 448
Richelieu on Diplomacy 450

CHAPTER 16
Galileo and Kepler on Copernicus 465
A Witness Analyzes the Witch Craze 487

CHAPTER 17
Louis XIV on Kingship 495
Locke on the Origins of Government 520
Maria Theresa in a Vehement Mood 524

CHAPTER 18
Laissez-Faire Ideology 533
Richard Arkwright’s Achievement 536
The Condition of the Serfs in Russia 540
A British Defense of Slavery and the Plantation

Economy 545

CHAPTER 19
Joseph II on Religious Toleration 559
What Is Enlightenment? 561
Mary Wollstonecraft on the Education of Women 565
Rousseau’s Concept of the General Will 566

cha83693_fm.qxd  2/20/06  8:40 AM  Page xxi



xxii Boxes

CHAPTER 20
Two Views of the Rights of Man 594
Robespierre’s Justification of the Terror 606
A Portrait of the Parisian Sans-Culotte 608

CHAPTER 21
Family and Gender Roles under the Napoleonic Civil

Code 624
Spanish Liberals Draft a Constitution, 1812 633
Napoleon Justifies Himself in 1815 638

CHAPTER 22
Metternich Analyzes the Threat to Stability 646
Policing Universities—The Carlsbad Decrees 650
The Housing Crisis in France and Germany 663

CHAPTER 23
Wordsworth on the Role of the Poet 675
Maistre’s Opposition to Reform 677
Mill Opposes the Subjection of Women 679
Owen Tells Congress about the Science of Socialism 682
The Great Charter 697

CHAPTER 24
The Frankfurt Constitution 713
Mazzini’s Nationalism 720
Bismarck’s Social Program 728

CHAPTER 25
Making the Deals That Created a Cartel 740
Huxley’s Social Darwinism 748

The Argument of Anti-Semitism 757
Emmeline Pankhurst on Women’s Rights 768

CHAPTER 26
Macauley’s Minute on Indian Education 779
The Earl of Cromer: Why Britain Acquired Egypt 794
Karl Pearson on National Life from the Standpoint of

Science 805
Hobson’s Interpretation of Imperialism 812

CHAPTER 27
The Terms of the Triple Alliance 824
Meet the “Khaki Girls” 837
Wilfred Owen Describes Trench Warfare 840
German Inflation 853

CHAPTER 28
Two Accounts of Revolution in Russia 866
Fascist Doctrine 872
Goebbels’ Populist View of German Culture 888

CHAPTER 29
A Gas Chamber 914
Churchill Sees an Iron Curtain 928
The Soviet Union Denounces the United States While

Calling for Arms Reduction 931

CHAPTER 30
A Turkish Girl Arrives in Germany 952
Havel’s Inaugural Address 964
A Reflection on Contemporary Feminism 980

Historical Issues Boxes

CHAPTER 2
The Debate over Black Athena 43

CHAPTER 7
Writing Medieval Women’s History 188

CHAPTER 11
The Status of Women in the Middle Ages 317

CHAPTER 14
Two Views of Columbus 404

CHAPTER 17
Two Views of Louis XIV 500

CHAPTER 20
On the Origins of the French Revolution 588

CHAPTER 22
Industrialization and the Standard of Living 665

CHAPTER 29
The Historians’ Debate on German Genocide 916

Chronological Boxes

CHAPTER 1
An Overview of Events, ca. 8000–486 B.C. 6
Dates in Egyptian History, 3100–332 B.C. 12

CHAPTER 2
The Persian Wars 54

CHAPTER 4
The Struggle of the Orders 97
The Roman Provinces 101
The Roman Revolution 104

CHAPTER 5
The “Fall” of Rome 138

CHAPTER 6
The Germanic Invasions 159

CHAPTER 7
Chronological Chart 210

CHAPTER 8
Political Events 234

cha83693_fm.qxd  2/6/06  1:23 PM  Page xxii



CHAPTER 9
Political Events 269

CHAPTER 10
Political Events 290

CHAPTER 11
The Hundred Years’ War 323

CHAPTER 12
A Century and a Half of Renaissance Art 346

CHAPTER 13
The Reformation and Counter-Reformation 392

CHAPTER 15
An Age of Crisis, 1618–1660 455

CHAPTER 16
The Scientific Revolution 463

CHAPTER 20
Turning Points in the French Revolution 607

CHAPTER 21
Napoleon’s Ascendancy in France 623
Napoleon and Europe 629

CHAPTER 22
Challenges to the Vienna Settlements 647

CHAPTER 23
Major Reform Legislation in Britain 696

CHAPTER 24
The Opening Phase, 1848 709
Fatal Dissensions, 1848 711
The Final Phase, 1848–1849 712

CHAPTER 25
Scientific and Technological Advances 744
Radicalism and Violent Protest in the Belle Epoque 760

CHAPTER 26
Scramble for Africa 792

CHAPTER 27
The Western Front 832
The Eastern Front 834

CHAPTER 28
The Conflicts That Resulted in Communist Victory 867

CHAPTER 29
Major Moments of World War II 910

CHAPTER 30
The Making of the European Union 946

Boxes xxiii

Global Moment Boxes

CHAPTER 5
Rome and China: The Silk Road 128

CHAPTER 7
Three Empires and an Elephant 200

CHAPTER 14
Suleiman the Magnificent Invades Europe 422

CHAPTER 20
The Fight for Liberty and Equality in Saint-

Domingue 598

CHAPTER 26
The Indian Rebellion of 1857 800

cha83693_fm.qxd  2/20/06  8:40 AM  Page xxiii



xxiv

Preface

When The Western Experience was originally con-
ceived, we sought to write a textbook that would intro-
duce students to the growing field of social history and
exciting new ways of thinking about history. We
wanted the textbook not merely to set forth informa-
tion but to serve as an example of historical writing.
That means we cared a lot about the quality of the
writing itself and also that we wanted the chapters to
be examples of a historical essay that set up a historical
problem and developed arguments about that problem
using historical evidence. We also recognized that for
American students the Western Civilization textbook
needed to provide an overview of that civilization, giv-
ing students an introduction to the major achieve-
ments in Western thought, art, and science as well as
the social, political, and economic context for under-
standing them. And lastly, we were determined that
our book would treat all these various aspects of his-
tory in an integrated way. Too many books, we felt,
dealt with cultural or social change entirely separately,
even in separate chapters, and we sought to demon-
strate and exemplify the connections. To that end, The
Western Experience is designed to provide an analytical
and reasonably comprehensive account of the contexts
within which, and the processes by which, European
society and civilization evolved.

Now in the ninth edition, this book has evolved
with the strength of prior revisions, including Barbara
Hanawalt’s impressive rewriting and reordering of the
six chapters that cover the Middle Ages for the seventh
edition. To continue that evolution, we are proud to
welcome another distinguished scholar, Lisa Tiersten
of Barnard College, to our author team. She has written
a new chapter on nineteenth-century empires (chapter
26), one of the first among western civilization text-
books, and she has undertaken the substantial revision
and reorganization of chapters 25 and 27. With a fresh
voice and lucid approach, Dr. Tiersten has greatly en-
riched the coverage in these chapters by incorporating
recent research on gender, bourgeois and consumer cul-
ture, imperialism, technology, and globalization.

EXPERIENCING HISTORY

Everyone uses history. We use it to define who we are
and to connect our personal experience to the collec-
tive memory of the groups to which we belong, includ-
ing a particular region, nation, and culture. We invoke
the past to explain our hopes and ambitions and to jus-
tify our fears and conflicts. The Charter of the United
Nations, like the American Declaration of Indepen-
dence, is based on a view of history. When workers
strike or armies march, they cite the lessons of their
history. Because history is so important to us psycho-
logically and intellectually, historical understanding is
always shifting and often controversial.

Historical knowledge is cumulative. Historians may
ask many of the same questions about different periods
of history or raise new questions or issues; they inte-
grate the answers, and historical knowledge grows. The
study of history cannot be a subjective exercise in
which all opinions are equally valid. Regardless of the
impetus for a particular historical question, the answer
to it stands until overturned by better evidence. We
now know more about the past than ever before, and
we understand it as the people we study could not. Un-
like them, we know the outcome of their history; we
can apply methods they did not have, and often we
have evidence they never saw.

Humans have always found pleasure in the reciting
and reading of history. The poems about the fall of
Troy or the histories of Herodotus and Thucydides en-
tertained the ancient Greeks. The biographies of great
men and women, dramatic accounts of important
events, colorful tales of earlier times can be fascinat-
ing in themselves. Through these encounters with his-
tory we experience the common concerns of all
people; and through the study of European history, we
come to appreciate the ideals and conflicts, the failures
and accidents, the social needs and human choices
that formed the Western world in which we live.
Knowing the historical context also enriches our ap-
preciation for the achievements of European culture,
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enabling us to see its art, science, ideas, and politics in
relationship to real people, specific interests, and burn-
ing issues.

We think of Europe’s history as the history of West-
ern civilization because the Greeks gave the names
east and west to the points on the horizon at which the
sun rises and sets. Because the Persian Empire and In-
dia lay to their east, the Greeks labeled their own con-
tinent, which they called Europe, the west. However,
we need to be cautious about the view that Western
civilization is a united whole, entirely distinct from
other civilizations, except perhaps in its cultural devel-
opment. We will see many occasions when a larger
context is appropriate.

The Western Experience thus gives primary atten-
tion to a small part of the world and honors a particular
cultural tradition. Yet the concentration on Europe
does allow us to explore contrasts of worldwide signif-
icance; between city and rural life; among empires and
monarchies and republics; in life before and after indus-
trialization; among societies that organized labor
through markets, serfdom, and slavery; between cul-
tures little concerned with science and those that used
changing scientific knowledge; among different ways of
creating and experiencing forms of literature and the
arts; and among Christian and non-Christian religions
and all the major forms of Christianity.

A college course alone cannot create an educated cit-
izen. Moreover, Western history is not the only history
a person should know, and an introductory survey is
not necessarily the best way to learn it. Yet, as readers
consider and then challenge interpretations offered in
this text, they will exercise critical and analytical
skills. They can begin to overcome the parochialism
that attributes importance only to the present. To learn
to think critically about historical evidence and know
how to formulate an argument on the bases of this evi-
dence is to experience the study of history as one of the
vital intellectual activities by which we come to know
who and where we are.

A BALANCED, INTERPRETIVE,
AND FLEXIBLE APPROACH

At the same time, we recognize that the professional
scholar’s preference for new perspectives over familiar
ones makes a distinction that students may not share.
For them, the latest interpretations need to be inte-
grated with established understandings and controver-
sies, with the history of people and events that are part
of our cultural lore. We recognize that a textbook

should provide a coherent presentation of the basic in-
formation from which students can begin to form their
historical understanding. We believe this information
must be part of an interpretive history but also that its
readers—teachers, students, and general readers—
should be free to use it in many different ways and in
conjunction with their own areas of special knowledge
and their own interests and curiosity.

USE OF THEMES

Throughout this book, from the treatment of the earli-
est civilizations to the discussion of the present, we
pursue certain key themes. These seven themes consti-
tute a set of categories by which societies and histori-
cal change can be analyzed.

Social Structure In early chapters, social structure in-
volves how the land was settled, divided among its in-
habitants, and put to use. Later discussions of how
property is held must include corporate, communal,
and individual ownership, then investment banking
and companies that sell shares. Similarly, in each era
we treat the division of labor, noting whether workers
are slave or free, male or female, and when there are
recognized specialists in fighting or crafts or trade. The
chapters covering the ancient world, the Middle Ages,
and the early modern period explore social hierarchies
that include nobles, clergy, commoners, and slaves or
serfs; the treatments of the French Revolution, the In-
dustrial Revolution, and twentieth-century societies
analyze modern social classes.

The Body Politic Another theme we analyze through-
out this book is what used to be called the body politic.
Each era contains discussions of how political power is
acquired and used and of the political structures that
result. Students learn about the role of law from an-
cient codes to the present, as well as problems of order,
and the formation of governments, including why gov-
ernment functions have increased and political partici-
pation of the population has changed.

Technology From cultivation in the plains of the
Tigris and Euphrates to the global economy, we follow
changes in the organization of production and in the
impact of technology. We note how goods are distrib-
uted, and we observe patterns of trade as avenues of
cultural exchange in addition to wealth. We look at the
changing economic role of governments and the impact
of economic theories.

Preface xxv
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xxvi Preface

Gender Roles and Family The evolution of the family
and changing gender roles are topics fundamental to
every historical period. Families give form to daily life
and kinship structures. The history of demography, mi-
gration, and work is also a history of the family. The fam-
ily has always been a central focus of social organization
and religion, as well as the principal instrument by which
societies assign specific practices, roles, and values to
women and men. Gender roles have changed from era to
era, differing according to social class and between rural
and urban societies. Observing gender roles across time,
the student discovers that social, political, economic, and
cultural history are always interrelated; that the present
is related to the past; and that social change brings gains
and losses rather than evolution in a straight line—three
lessons all history courses teach.

War No history of Europe could fail to pay attention
to war, which, for most polities, has been their most
demanding activity. Warfare has strained whatever re-
sources were available from ancient times to the pres-
ent, leading governments to invent new ways to
extract wealth and mobilize support. War has built and
undermined states, stimulated science and consumed
technology, made heroes, and restructured nobility,
schooling, and social services. Glorified in European
culture and often condemned, war in every era has af-
fected the lives of all its peoples. This historical signif-
icance, more than specific battles, is one of the themes
of The Western Experience.

Religion Religion has been basic to the human expe-
rience, and our textbook explores the different religious
institutions and experiences that societies developed.
Religion affects and is affected by all the themes we ad-
dress, creating community and causing conflict, shap-
ing intellectual and daily life, providing the experiences
that bind individual lives and society within a common
system of meaning.

Cultural Expression For authors of a general history,
no decision is more difficult than the space devoted to
cultural expression. In this respect, as elsewhere, we have
striven for a balance between high and popular culture.
We present as clearly and concisely as possible the most
important formal ideas, philosophies, and ideologies of
each era. We emphasize concepts of recognized impor-
tance in the general history of ideas and those concepts
that illuminate behavior and discourse in a given period.
We pay particular attention to developments in science
that we believe are related to important intellectual, eco-
nomic, and social trends. Popular culture appears both in
specific sections and throughout the book. We want to
place popular culture within its social and historical con-

text but not make the gulf too wide between popular and
high or formal culture. Finally, we write about many of
the great works of literature, art, architecture, and music.
Because of the difficulties of selection, we have tried to
emphasize works that are cultural expressions of their
time but that also have been influential over the ages and
around the globe.

Attention to these seven themes occasions problems
of organization and selection. We could have structured
this book around a series of topical essays, perhaps re-
peating the series of themes for each of the standard
chronological divisions of European history. Instead, we
chose to preserve a narrative flow that emphasizes inter-
relationships and historical context. We wanted each
chapter to stand as an interpretive historical essay, with
a beginning and conclusion. As a result, the themes
emerge repeatedly within discussions of a significant
event, an influential institution, an individual life, or a
whole period of time. Or they may intersect in a single
institution or historical trend. Nevertheless, readers can
follow any one of these themes across time and use that
theme as a measure of change and a way to assess the
differences and similarities between societies.

CHANGES TO THE NINTH EDITION

For us the greatest pleasure in a revision lies in the
challenge of absorbing and then incorporating the latest
developments in historical understanding. From its
first edition, this book included more of the results of
quantitative and social history than most general text-
books of European history, an obvious reflection of our
own research. Each subsequent edition provided an oc-
casion to incorporate current methods and new knowl-
edge, such as the rise of gender studies: a challenge that
required reconsidering paragraphs, sections, and whole
chapters in the light of new theories and new research,
sometimes literally reconceptualizing part of the past. 

Newly Revised Chapter 25:
“Progress and Its Discontents”
From the last edition, chapters 25 and 26, “European
Power: Wealth, Knowledge, and Imperialism” and
“The Age of Progress,” have been combined into a new
chapter 25, “Progress and Its Discontents.” Relevant
material on imperial Europe has been moved to chapter
26. This new chapter 25 treats late-nineteenth-century
economic transformations that brought the bourgeoisie
to power along with the intellectual developments that
both reinforced that power and raised doubts about its
bases and its legitimacy. It also explores the class iden-
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tity of the new ruling elite and examines both the
pleasures and anxieties evoked by the mass commer-
cial culture it created.

New Chapter 26: “Nineteenth-
Century Empires”
In the past fifteen years, European historians increas-
ingly have acknowledged the centrality of imperial
experience to European history. Spanning a long nine-
teenth century from 1780 to 1914, this chapter not only
explores the impact of major European economic, cul-
tural, and political developments on imperial practice
and attitudes, but also explores the profound impact of
imperialism on Europe itself (making use of new schol-
arship on gender and popular culture, for example, to
show how empire increasingly touched upon the lives
of everyday Europeans). The chapter thus argues that
empire did not happen “out there,” but at the center of
nineteenth-century European society and culture. This
chapter includes fresh new illustrations and photo-
graphs, primary source boxes, and a Global Moment box
on the Indian Rebellion of 1857.

Newly Revised Chapter 27: “World War I
and the World It Created”
The revised chapter 27 brings to bear new scholarship
on the war, including research on gender relations and
the home front and on the imperial dimension of war. It
emphasizes in particular how the military mobilization
of the colonies—combined with the postwar rhetoric
of national self-determination—raised expectations of
colonial reform and gradual self-government. When
these hopes were disappointed in the postwar period,
the chapter shows, colonial reform movements were
transformed into militant movements for colonial
independence.

Preface xxvii

Streamlined Narrative
throughout the Book
All of the chapters in the ninth edition have been sub-
stantially shortened and streamlined. We have worked
to make difficult concepts more understandable and to
remove material that interfered with the general flow
of the text.

New Global Moment Features
The process whereby worldwide connections have in-
tensified in the past two centuries, usually referred to as
globalization, has caused a revision in the way we think
about the histories of individual states and regions. Al-
though revolutions in communications and transport
have made the interconnections inescapable since the
1800s, it is important to see them in perspective and to
pay attention to early signs of cross-cultural activity.
Five Global Moment boxed essays highlight significant
occasions when Europeans had to come to terms with
neighbors in other continents. And we have tried,
throughout, to keep students aware of the larger context
within which European history has developed.

PEDAGOGICAL FEATURES

Each generation of students brings different experi-
ences, interests, and training into the classroom—
changes that are important to the teaching-learning
process. The students we teach have taught us what
engages or confuses them, what impression of Euro-
pean history they bring to college, and what they can
be expected to take from a survey course. Current po-
litical, social, and cultural events also shape what we
teach and how we teach. Our experience as teachers
and the helpful comments of scores of other teachers

have led to revisions and new additions
throughout the book as we have sought to
make it clearer and more accessible with-
out sacrificing our initial goal of writing a
reasonably sophisticated, interpretive, and
analytic history.

Primary Source Boxes
These excerpts from primary sources are
designed to illustrate or supplement points
made in the text, to provide some flavor of
the issues under discussion, and to allow
beginning students some of that independ-
ence of judgment that comes from a careful
reading of historical sources.

��
�� “THEY HAVE A MASTER CALLED LAW”

“Now, Demaratus, I will ask you what I want to know.
You are a Greek and one from no minor or weak city. So
now tell me, will the Greeks stand and fight me?” De-
maratus replied, “Your Majesty, shall I tell you the truth,
or say what you want to hear?” The king ordered him to
tell the truth, saying that he would respect him no less for
doing so.

“Your Majesty,” he said, “I am not speaking about all of
them, only about the Spartans. First, I say they will never
accept conditions from you that would enslave Greece;
second, that they will fight you in battle even if all the
other Greeks join your side.”

Xerxes said, “Demaratus, let’s look at it in all logic:
why should a thousand, or ten thousand, or fifty thousand
men, if they are all free and not ruled by a single master,
stand up against such an army as mine? If they were ruled

by one man, like my subjects, I suppose they might, out of
fear, show more bravery than usual and, driven into battle
by the lash, go up against a bigger force; but if allowed
their freedom, they wouldn’t do either one.”

Demaratus said, “Your Majesty, I knew from the begin-
ning that if I spoke the truth you wouldn’t like my message,
but, since you ordered me to do so, I told you about the Spar-
tans. They are free men, but not wholly free: They have a
master called Law, whom they fear far more than your sol-
diers fear you. And his orders are always the same—they
must not run away from any army no matter how big, but
must stand in their formation and either conquer or die.
But, your Majesty, may your wishes be fulfilled.”

From Herodotus, book VII, M. H. Chambers (tr.).

As King Xerxes leads his army into Greece in 480 B.C., he asks a former king of Sparta, who is accompanying him,
whether the Greeks will really fight against the Persians.
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Historical Issues Boxes
These boxes explain major controversies
over historical interpretations so that stu-
dents can see how historical understanding
is constructed. They encourage students to
participate in these debates and formulate
their own positions.

New Global Moment Boxes
These boxes focus on particularly vivid oc-
casions when Europeans encountered other
world civilizations, in order to suggest the
broader context within which Western his-
tory unfolded.

New Chapter-Opening Timelines
Each chapter now opens with a new timeline. These timelines are meant to offer students a visual aid with which
to track simultaneous developments and important dates to remember. Ultimately, we hope that they will help
give readers a grounded sense of chronology.

���� HISTORICAL ISSUES: TWO VIEWS OF LOUIS XIV

Sorel: “The edifice of the state enjoyed incomparable bril-
liance and splendor, but it resembled a Gothic cathedral in
which the height of the nave and the arches had been
pushed beyond all reason, weakening the walls as they
were raised ever higher. Louis XIV carried the principle of
monarchy to its utmost limit, and abused it in all respects
to the point of excess. He left the nation crushed by war,
mutilated by banishments, and impatient of the yoke
which it felt to be ruinous. Men were worn-out, the treas-
ury empty, all relationships strained by the violence of ten-
sion, and in the immense framework of the state there
remained no institution except the accidental appearance
of genius. Things had reached a point where, if a great king
did not appear, there would be a great revolution.”

From Albert Sorel, L’Europe et la rèvolution française, 3rd ed.,
Vol. 1, Paris, 1893, p. 199, as translated in William F. Church
(ed.), The Greatness of Louis XIV: Myth or Reality?, Boston: D.
C. Heath, 1959, p. 63.

Rule: “As Louis XIV himself said of the tasks of kingship,
they were at once great, noble, and delightful. Yet Louis’
enjoyment of his craft was tempered by political prudence.
At an early age he learned to listen attentively to his advis-
ers, to speak when spoken to, to ponder evidence, to avoid
confrontations, to dissemble, to wait. He believed that
time and tact would conquer. Despite all the evidence pro-
vided him by his ministers and his servants, Louis often
hesitated before making a decision; he brooded, and in
some instances put off decisions altogether. As he grew
older, the king tended to hide his person and his office.
Even his officials seldom saw the king for more than a
brief interview. And as decision-making became central-
ized in the hands of the ministers, [so] the municipalities,
the judges, the local estates, the guilds and at times the
peasantry contested royal encroachments on their rights.
Yet to many in the kingdom, Louis represented a modern
king, an agent of stability whose struggle was their strug-
gle and whose goal was to contain the crises of the age.”

From John C. Rule, “Louis XIV, Roi-Bureaucrate,” in Rule
(ed.), Louis XIV and the Craft of Kingship, Columbus: Ohio
State University Press, 1969, pp. 91–92.

Implicit in any assessment of the reign of Louis XIV in France is a judgment about the nature of absolutism and
the kind of government the continental European monarchies created in the late seventeenth and eighteenth cen-
turies. From the perspective of Frenchman Albert Sorel, a historian of the French Revolution writing at the end of
the nineteenth century, the Revolution had been necessary to save France from Louis’ heritage. For the American
John Rule, a historian who concerned himself primarily with the development of political institutions during the
seventeenth century, the marks of Louis XIV’s rule were caution, bureaucracy, and order.

THREE EMPIRES AND
AN ELEPHANT

Although trade and diplomatic ties between the West and
the East diminished in the period of the seventh through
the tenth centuries, merchants, pilgrims, envoys, and re-
ligious officials still traveled extensively and spread
news. If we look at events surrounding the year 800, we
find that diplomatic missions among the Franks (a Ger-
manic kingdom), the Byzantines (the Eastern Roman Em-
pire), and the Abbasid caliphate (an Arabic-speaking
Muslim empire) continued. The main actors in these ne-
gotiations and contacts were Charles the Great or Charle-
magne (r. 768–814), king of the Franks and, as of
Christmas Day 800, Roman emperor in the West; Irene (r.
796–802), who became empress of Roman Empire in the
East after she blinded her son, who subsequently died;
and the Caliph Harun al-Rashid (786–809), heir to the Ab-
basid Dynasty, centered in Baghdad in Persia.

These three rulers dominated the area around the
Mediterranean, but their empires were vastly different
in terms of economic sophistication, religion, and in-
t ll t l d lt l hi t Ch l

the scholars were the world’s leaders in medicine and
science. A great hospital flourished in this period.
Harun al-Rashid was said to have sponsored the
“golden age” for the Arabic world. It took centuries for
Arab learning in geography, astronomy, and medicine
to reach the West. Charlemagne’s court in Aachen was
a long way from this intellectual achievement and cul-
tural splendor.

The three empires had a history of clashes. The Ara-
bic expansions had left the Eastern Roman Empire with
far less territory. The Franks and other Germanic tribes
had taken over the Western Empire and established in-
dependent kingdoms, with the Franks conquering most
of them. Charlemagne, as King of the Franks, wanted
the title of emperor. But before 800, no other Germanic
ruler had had the audacity to take the title of emperor
of the Romans, and he had some trepidation over as-
suming the title without permission or blessings of the
real successor to the title in Constantinople. The
Franks and the Arabs also had considerable conflicts.
After all, Charlemagne’s grandfather, Charles Martel,
had defeated the Arabs 70 years before (732) and he,
hi lf d i i t th i S i

Global Moment

was a rash hope, if he ever had it. He could not, as a
Christian, make a real alliance with Arabs. The Church
forbade such treaties with non-Christians. What did
Charlemagne hope to achieve and what did Harun
al-Rashid hope to gain with such a diplomatic overture?

Although the Arabic sources are silent about the ex-
change Carolingian sources speak of diplomatic mis-

and the governor of Egypt back with a white elephant
named Abu l’-Abbas from India. The elephant and Isaac
took four years to travel from Baghdad to Jerusalem and
then on to Carthage. From there they went by ship to
Italy. It is not clear what ship would have been large
enough to hold an elephant in 800. Waiting until spring
to cross the Alps Isaac and the Abu l’-Abbas arrived in

Among the many exotic gifts that Harun al-Rashid gave to Charlemagne
was, perhaps, this crystal pitcher. It is certainly a piece of late eighth or
early ninth century craftsmanship from Persia. It has long been assumed
that this pitcher was among the gifts.
To come

1791  Haitian Revolution

1804 –1825  Latin American liberation from colonial rule

Indian Rebellion  1857

1807  Britain abolishes the slave trade

Britain abolishes slavery  1834

The Great Trek of the Afrikaners in southern Africa  1835–1845

1800 1820 1840 1860 1880 1900

Taiping Rebellion in China  1850 –1864

1859  Darwin, On the Origin of Species

1869  Opening of the Suez Canal

1885  Indian National Congress established

1896  Ethiopian defeat of the Italians at Adowa

1898  Fashoda Crisis

1900  Boxer Rebellion in China

1884 –1885  Berlin Conference

1899–1902 
Boer War in southern Africa

1894 –1895  zz War

1904 –1905  
Russo-Japanese War
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New Chapter-Opening Outlines
Each chapter now opens with a short out-
line to give students a sense of what’s to
come in each chapter.

New Glossary and Key Terms
Reviewers of the last edition requested this new
feature. Glossary words are bolded in each chapter
and compiled in the end-of-book glossary.

The Art
The ninth edition of The Western Experi-
ence continues the precedent of earlier
editions, with more than four hundred full-
color reproductions of paintings and photo-
graphs and over one hundred clearly
focused maps.

Chapter Twenty

THE FRENCH REVOLUTION
REFORM AND POLITICAL CRISIS • 1789: THE FRENCH REVOLUTION •

THE RECONSTRUCTION OF FRANCE • THE SECOND REVOLUTION

WWell into the eighteenth century, the long-standing so-
cial structures and political institutions of Europe were
securely entrenched. Most monarchs still claimed to
hold their authority directly from God. In cooperation
with their aristocracies, they presided over realms com-
posed of distinct orders of citizens, or estates as they
were sometimes known. Each order had its particular
rights, privileges, and obligations. But pressures for
change were building during the century. In France, the
force of public opinion grew increasingly potent by the
1780s. A financial or political crisis that could nor-
mally be managed by the monarchy threatened to
snowball in this new environment. Such vulnerability
was less evident in Austria, Prussia, and Russia, how-
ever, where strong monarchs instituted reforms to
streamline their governments. Similarly, in Britain the
political system proved resilient despite explosions of
discontent at home and across the Atlantic.

Unquestionably, then, the French Revolution consti-
tuted the pivotal event of European history in the late

eighteenth century. From its outbreak in 1789, the Rev-
olution transformed the nature of sovereignty and law in
France. Under its impetus, civic and social institutions
were renewed, from local government and schooling to
family relations and assistance for the poor. Soon its
ideals of liberty, equality, and fraternity resonated across
the borders of other European states, especially after war
broke out in 1792 and French armies took the offensive.

The French Revolution’s innovations defined the
foundations of a liberal society and polity. Both at
home and abroad, however, the new regime faced for-
midable opposition, and its struggle for survival pro-
pelled it in unanticipated directions. Some unforeseen
turns, such as democracy and republicanism, became
precedents for the future even if they soon aborted.
Other developments, such as the Reign of Terror,
seemed to nullify the original liberal values of 1789.
The bloody struggles of the Revolution thus cast a
shadow over this transformative event as they drama-
tized the brutal dilemma of means versus ends.

Cahiers and Elections For the moment, however, pa-
triot spokesmen stood far in advance of opinion at the
grass roots. The king had invited all citizens to meet in
their local parishes to elect delegates to district elec-
toral assemblies and to draft grievance petitions
(cahiers) setting forth their views. The great majority of
rural cahiers were highly traditional in tone and com-
plained only of particular local ills or high taxes, ex-
pressing confidence that the king would redress them.
O l f hi f i i lik P i i k d

Anabaptists Individuals who, citing that the Bible
nowhere mentions infant baptism, argued that the
sacrament was effective only if the believer understood
what was happening and that therefore adults ought to be
rebaptized. Opponents argued that infant baptism was
necessary so that a baby would not be denied salvation if
it died young.

anarchists Radical activists who called for the abolition
of the state, sometimes by violent means.

i i i h d f
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Questions for Further Thought
To encourage students to move beyond rote learning of historical “facts” and to think broadly about history, the au-
thors have added “Questions for Further Thought” at the end of each chapter. These are too broad to be exam ques-
tions; instead, they are meant to be questions that stimulate the students to think about history and social, political,
and economic forces. Some are comparative, some require students to draw on knowledge of a previous chapter,
some ask about the role of great leaders in politics, and some ask about how the less famous people living at the time
perceived the events surrounding them.

The Maps
The maps in The Western Experience are al-
ready much admired by instructors. Each car-
ries an explanatory caption that enhances the
text coverage to help students tackle the con-
tent without sacrificing subtlety of interpreta-
tion or trying to escape the fact that history is
complex. In the ninth edition, each caption
has been further improved with a thought
question. 

More Heading Levels
We have given particular attention to adding more de-
scriptive content guides, such as the consistent use of
three levels of headings. We believe these will help
students identify specific topics for purposes of study
and review as well as give a clear outline of a chapter’s
argument.

Chronological Charts
Nearly every chapter employs charts and chronological
tables that outline the unfolding of major events and
social processes and serve as a convenient reference for
students.

MAP 3.2 THE EMPIRE OF ALEXANDER THE GREAT AND THE ROUTE OF HIS CONQUESTS

Alexander formed the largest empire known down to his own time. He even conquered some territory across the
Indus River in India. What were the two major Persian cities near the Persian Gulf?
◆ For an online version, go to www.mhhe.com/chambers9 > chapter 3 > book maps
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QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER THOUGHT

1. The Greeks invented historical writing. In looking
at the past, what are the most important questions
a historian should ask?

2. The Greek city-states and their system of alliances
gave way to the rising power of Macedonia. How
might the Greek states have preserved their
strength and political power?

�CHRONOLOGY

The Persian Wars
(All dates B.C.)

499, autumn Greek cities of Ionia in Asia
Minor revolt from Persian
Empire.

498 Athens and Eretria (on island
of Euboea) take part in burn-
ing Sardis in Persian Empire.

496 Persians besiege Miletus, the
leading city in the revolt.

494 Fall of Miletus.

493 End of Ionian revolt.

492, spring Persian expedition to north-
ern Greece suffers heavy
losses in storms.

490, mid-August Battle of Marathon near
Athens; Persians defeated.

486, November Death of King Darius of Per-
sia; accession of Xerxes.

484, spring–480, spring Xerxes prepares for new inva-
sion of Greece.

480, spring Persian army sets out from
Sardis.

480, late August Battles of Thermopylae and
Artemisium.

480, late September Battle of Salamis.

479, early August Battle of Plataea.
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AVAILABLE FORMATS

To provide an alternative to the full-length
hardcover edition, The Western Experience
Ninth Edition, is available in two-volume
and three-volume paperbound editions.

• Volume I includes chapters 1–17 and
covers material through the eighteenth
century. 

• Volume II includes chapters 15–30 and
covers material since the sixteenth
century.

• Volume A includes chapters 1–12, An-
tiquity and the Middle Ages.

• Volume B includes chapters 11–21, The
Early Modern Era.

• Volume C includes chapters 19–30, The
Modern Era.

SUPPLEMENTARY INSTRUCTIONAL
MATERIALS

McGraw-Hill offers instructors and students a wide va-
riety of ancillary materials to accompany The Western
Experience. Please contact your local McGraw-Hill rep-
resentative for details concerning policies, prices, and
availability.

For the Instructor
Instructor’s Resource CD-ROM The Instructor’s Re-
source CD-ROM (IRCD) contains several instructor
tools on one easy CD-ROM. For lecture preparation,
teachers will find an Instructor’s Manual with Power-
Point samples by chapter. For quizzes and tests, the
IRCD contains a test bank and EZ Test, McGraw-Hill’s
flexible and easy-to-use electronic testing program. Ex-
tras on the IRCD also include map images from the
book as well as extra photographs and art images. 

Online Learning Center for Instructors At
www.mhhe.com/chambers9. At this home page for the
text-specific website, instructors will find a series of
online tools to meet a wide range of classroom needs.
The Instructor’s Manual, PowerPoint presentations,
and blank maps can be downloaded by instructors, but
are password protected to prevent tampering. Instruc-
tors can also create an interactive course syllabus using
McGraw-Hill’s PageOut (www.mhhe.com/pageout).

Overhead Transparency Acetates This expanded full-
color transparency package includes all the maps and
chronological charts in the text.

For the Student
McGraw-Hill’s Primary Source Investigator (PSI) CD-
ROM This CD-ROM, bound into each copy of The
Western Experience, provides students with instant ac-
cess to hundreds of world history documents, images, ar-
tifacts, audio recordings, and videos. PSI helps students
practice the art of “doing history” on a real archive of
historical sources. Students follow the three basic steps
of Ask, Research, and Present to examine sources, take
notes on them, and then save or print copies of the
sources as evidence for their papers or presentations. Af-
ter researching a particular theme, individual, or time
period, students can use PSI’s writing guide to walk
them through the steps of developing a thesis, organiz-
ing their evidence, and supporting their conclusion. 

More than just a history or writing tool, the PSI is
also a student study tool that contains interactive
maps, quiz questions, and an interactive glossary with
audio pronunciation guide. 

Student Study Guide/Workbook with Map Exercises,
Volumes I and II Includes the following features for
each chapter: chapter outlines, chronological diagrams,
four kinds of exercises—map exercises, exercises in
document analysis, exercises that reinforce the book’s
important overarching themes, exercises in matching
important terms with significant individuals—and es-
say topics requiring analysis and speculation.

The Online Learning Center At www.mhhe.com/
chambers9. The Online Learning Center is a fully in-
teractive, book-specific website featuring numerous
student study tools such as multiple-choice and true-
false practice quizzes; interactive, drag-and-drop games
about significant individuals and chronologies; key
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terms with correct identifications; an audio function to
help students pronounce difficult terms; and drag-and-
drop map exercises. Animated maps from the book are
also available through the site. These maps carry a spe-
cific URL in their caption.
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