JAZZ IN THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY
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ASIA

When discussing jazz in Asia, one must acknowledge the vastness of the geography and diversity of cultures.  With countries as different as Israel and Japan, Turkey and Thailand, it is difficult if not impossible to draw conclusions that apply to all of the countries in the region.  Wars, political unrest, anti-western dictatorial regimes, and cultural repression have caused interest and acceptance of jazz to rise and fall at various times during the twentieth century.  Thus the only way to speak in generalities is by first linking jazz music in a given country with that country’s acceptance of Western culture in general.  For this section of the Online Supplement, our approach will be to give a very brief overview of some of the largest countries in this largest of the world’s continent.

JAPAN

We begin by looking at Japan, one of the smaller countries geographically, yet a country where jazz has flourished since the American occupation that followed World War II.  Indeed, Japan may be said to have the largest and most established jazz tradition of any country in Asia.  More American jazz artists perform in Japan and more jazz recordings are sold per capita in Japan than anywhere else in the world. 

In the period from 1945 to 1952 thousands of American servicemen and support personnel lived in Japan resulting in an unprecedented cultural infusion.  It was also during this time that up and coming Japanese musicians such as Yosuke Yamashita, Sadao Watanabe, and Toshiko Akiyoshi, had opportunities to see, hear, and be heard by touring American jazz musicians.  Some of these same musicians chose to come to the U.S. to study at places such as the Berklee College of Music in Boston, where they would network with other musicians and begin there careers in earnest.

Among the younger generation of Japanese born jazz artists are saxophonist, Kenta Tsugani, pianists Hiroshi Minami and Hiromi.

With a population of 26 million and the distinction of being the world’s largest city, Tokyo alone boasts upwards of fifty clubs with a jazz music policy.  This is in addition to numerous jazz clubs in many other cities.
INDONESIA, MALAYSIA, SINGAPORE, THAILAND

Due to their former colonial status and current international stature and size, the largest cities in these countries also have jazz clubs and resident jazz musicians.  Jakarta, Bali, Kuala Lumpur, Bangkok, and the city-state of Singapore also boast international jazz festivals.  The following links, while some are not in English, will provide a starting point for those interested.

Southeast Asia Links:
· Warta Jazz  An Ultimate Source for Indonesian Jazz Lovers.

· Horizon-line.Com  A wonderful portal into the Indonesian jazz scene

· Jazz Clubs Worldwide  Live local and international jazz clubs in Singapore.

· Saxophone Pub One of several jazz clubs in Bangkok.

· Jazz @ Singapore Agood portal into the Singapore jazz scene (in English)

CHINA, HONG KONG, TAIWAN

As one would expect, the jazz scene in China is relatively young but growing as the country merges with the western economic ideals.  The assumption of sovereign control over Taiwan and the high profile international visibility of Hong Kong, has also helped to stimulate interest in jazz in Mainland China’s larger cities.  Prior to the onset of Communist rule in the mid twentieth century, Western China was frequented by jazz groups and big bands from Europe and elsewhere. 

Two interesting people in the history of jazz in China are the Russian band leader Oleg Lundstrem, and saxophonist/club owner Liu Yuan.  Lundstrem, now in his mid-eighties, has the distinction of leading the world’s oldest continually functioning jazz band.  He is part of our story of jazz in China because he was born and reared in the city of Haierbin, which is situated in the northeast region of modern China.  This is where he led his first band.  In the mid thirties when political tensions rose, he took his band to Shanghai and its nearby resort cities, where he would remain until the cultural revolution of 1949.  

Yuan is referred to by some as the Father of modern jazz in China.  While a touring ethnic musician he chanced to hear an American style jazz group in western Romania in 1978 and was overwhelmed by the music and the first saxophone he had ever heard.  Yuan began playing the sax in 1984 with only a limited access to jazz music.  He is now the proprietor of the CD Café, one of Beijing’s most popular nightclubs and perhaps the leading authentic jazz venue in Mainland China.  Yuan himself plays nightly with the house band and regularly hosts international guests. 

Chinese Jazz Websites

· Hong Kong Jazz Association  A very current resource for jazz in Hong Kong

· Chipin & Kaiya's Chinese Jazz Website  Maintained by Chi-pin Hsieh and Kai-ya Chang, with biographies, etc. Mostly in Chinese. 

· Jazz Clubs China  A listing of a few clubs in China

INDIA

The culture and music of India is vastly different from that of the Far East.  It should also be noted that some of the countries previously mentioned e.g. Malaysia and Singapore, have large Indian populations.  However, India itself, being one of the world’s most populous nations, also has one of the most diverse ethnic and religious mixtures.  

It is interesting to note that the astounding dissimilarity between traditional Indian music and even instruments with that of the West, would preclude its adaptability with jazz.  However, we must again remember the British colonial influence of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.  The introduction of Western instruments, harmonies and the like to Indian culture could be viewed positively or negatively.  This depends upon whether or not one views the culture as being diluted or enriched.  We will leave this discussion to cultural anthropologists.

For our purposes, we simply note the introduction of Western musical ideas over the past one hundred fifty years, and the result as it pertains to jazz music.

Finding jazz music in a country the size of India is not difficult. Indeed, in the larger cities and tourist destinations such as Mumbai (formerly Bombay), Delhi, and the seaside resort of Goa, there are numerous hotels and clubs that cater to Western tastes.  The real evidence of Indian interest in jazz music can be seen by the number of native Indian jazz musicians and their efforts to combine traditional Indian music with jazz.

One of the leaders in this movement is Niranjan Jhaveri, founder of the Jazz-India Vocal Institute.  Jhaveri’s teaching of Indian microtonal techniques has been hailed by American jazz singers.  He has given numerous clinics and master-classes throughout the U.S. and also founded a jazz festival in India.

A good example of the blending of jazz with Indian classical music is the Brown Indian Band.  Indian classical music is similar to jazz in its dependence upon improvisation and scale based melodic ideas.  From their website you can hear audio clips of Indian jazz.  

Indian jazz links

· jazz clubs India  Listing of a few clubs in the larger cities.

· JAZZ GOA  A local jazz society based in the seaside resort.

ISRAEL

Our last brief stop on the Asia is Israel.  This small and young country (half the age of jazz music itself), boasts its own vibrant jazz scene complete with players, clubs and jazz education.  Although there are innumerable great jazz players of Israeli lineage living in the West, Israel now claims its own cadre of great players and teachers.  Currently, the epicenter of the Israeli jazz scene is the western city of Tel-Aviv For a good intro to jazz in Israel with links to musicians, clubs, history, etc. check out Israeli Jazz Online.

Questions for Review

1. Japan’s cultural roots are bound in non western music yet they have embraced Jazz more than any other country.  Why?

2. What did Oleg Lundstrem do in the years between the cultural revolution and the opening of China’s boarders to the west in the 1980’s?

3. Listen to the clips of Indian Jazz.  Describe the different elements of Indian and western Jazz as recorded on the clips.

4. Look at Israeli Jazz Online.  Outline the major events in Israeli Jazz history.
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