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EUROPE - Western

Outside of the United States, Europe has had the longest tradition of jazz music, musicians, record labels, festivals, and educational opportunities.   Many American jazz artists have preferred the European scene, believing they received more respect and appreciation from critics and the public.  In some cases, the financial rewards have been much greater in Europe than in the U.S.  

As mentioned earlier, American jazz musicians such as Louis Armstrong, Sidney Bechet, Coleman Hawkins and Benny Carter had toured extensively in Europe during the 20’s and 30’s.  However, it was World War II and the arrival of the U.S Army Air Corps Band led by Captain Glenn Miller in 1943 that put the European big band scene in high gear.  As a civilian band leader, Miller (1904-1944), had been highly successful since 1938, recording many chart topping hits and touring extensively throughout the States.  During 1944, Miller’s military band gave over 800 performances in England and the mainland.  Of these, some 300 were personal appearances with 500 more being broadcast to an audience of millions throughout Europe.

When jazz experienced a decline in popularity in the U.S. following World War II, many jazz musicians began extensive and regular touring or established permanent residence in Europe. American artists such as Dexter Gordon, Art Farmer, Jiggs Whigham, Billy Cobham and others took up residence in Europe for varying amounts of time, some for decades.  While the large number of European jazz festivals continued to draw international jazz headliners, the European community also began to produce a wealth of its own jazz luminaries who ascended to top tier status in the world jazz community.

Among the legendary names in European jazz are those who not only played but also facilitated opportunities for others to do so.  Among them is London saxophonist and club owner, Ronnie Scott.  Scott (b. 1927), an up and coming tenor saxophonist during the war, made his first trip to New York in 1947.  After seeing Charlie Parker, Miles Davis and other heroes performing, Scott immediately saw the potential opportunities for his country.  Scott and his partner opened the first jazz club in London’s Soho District in 1959. After overcoming several financial obstacles and successfully negotiating work exchange programs with the Musician’s Union and the American Federation of Musicians, Scott realized his dream of bringing American jazz musicians to a club setting in England.  In late 1961, American saxophonist Zoot Sims became the first of hundreds of jazz legends to appear at Scott’s club.

Another legendary figure in the contemporary European jazz scene is German producer and Founder of the ECM label, Manfred Eicher.   Eicher (b. 1943) studied music at the Academy of Music in Berlin and founded the Edition of Contemporary Music (ECM) label in 1969.  The label released hundreds of recordings throughout the 70’s and 80’s featuring both American and European jazz musicians separately and in collaborative projects.  During the 80’s and 90’s, Eicher also became an award winning film producer.

Europe has produced a wealth of jazz musicians who are recognized worldwide for their contributions to the music.  Among the earliest historic figures are Belgian born Gypsy guitarist Django Reinhardt and French violinist Stephane Grapelli, 

Reinhardt (1910-1953) achieved worldwide fame as the result of his brief collaboration with Duke Ellington after World War II.  Before the war, he was well known in Europe as the co-leader and founder of the Quintette of the Hot Club of Paris with Grapelli.  Django developed an unorthodox technique as a result of injuries he suffered to his left hand in a fire while still in his teens.  His first guitar was given to him while recovering in the hospital.  He was only able to play melodic lines with his first two fingers and managed to use the others for accompaniment harmonies on the upper strings of the instrument.  His brilliant ability to interpret European ethnic folk melodies in a jazz style also contributed to his celebrity.

Grapelli (1908-1997) began his six-decade career with his well-known collaboration with Django Reinhardt, which began in Paris in 1935 (see above).  The group was touring England when World War II began and Grapelli choose to stay in England rather than to return to France with the rest of the group. It was during this time he established many important connections abroad which would enable him to tour and record extensively in subsequent decades.  His sweet sound and melodic concept made him a favorite at international festivals.  He continued to tour and perform well into his 80’s.

Among Sweden’s most noted jazz musicians are pianist Bobo Stenson (b.1944) and bassist Palle Danielsson, (b.1946).  Both have had very active international careers while remaining full time residents of their native land.  Stenson has been active since the late 60’s when he began collaborating with visiting American artists such as Sonny Rollins, Stan Getz and Gary Burton.  Danielsson’s work with the Keith Jarrett Trio, beginning in the 1970’s, gained worldwide recognition for his artistry.  At home he was regarded as one of Sweden’s most outstanding musicians.   Stenson and Danielsson played together extensively in the early 70’s and were among the first musicians to record on the ECM label.

One of Norway’s greatest jazz musicians is saxophonist Jan Garbarek.  Garbarek (b.1947) represents the independence of the European jazz style as well as any. He was not bound by earlier American traditions but embraced Free Jazz, Third Stream and other non-mainstream approaches. His early joint ventures with Americans George Russell and Don Cherry and most notably with Keith Jarrett in the mid-seventies demonstrated his non-traditional approach.  His bright tone and sense of melodic freedom also gave him the ability to fuse many styles of folk and ancient European music with jazz.  In the 90’s he recorded three albums with the Hilliard Ensemble, an a cappella vocal group specializing in ancient music. 

Albert Mangelsdorff (b.1928) has been one of Germany’s most important jazz players since the early 1960’s.  Originally a violinist and working guitarist, he took up the trombone at the age of 19.  One of his early influences was American pianist, Lennie Tristano.  Like many European players, Mangelsdorff’s playing evolved stylistically over the years.  In the 60’s and 70’s he became associated with Free Jazz styles and particularly with multiphonic playing, a technique involving playing while singing into the instrument at the same time.  Throughout the 70’s and 80’s he toured worldwide and won numerous prestigious awards for his innovative approach to the trombone.  The most important annual award given by The German Jazz Musicians Union bears his name.     

Artist Discographies:

· Django Reinhardt 

· Stephane Grappelli
· Bobo Stenson
· Palle Danielsson
· Eberhard Weber
· Jan Garbarek
· Albert Mangelsdorff 

European jazz links:

· Innenhofkultur  (in German)
The website of a non-profit cultural association created in 1983; sponsoring outdoor concerts, etc. (In German.)

· Jazz online (in German)
The home page of Süddeutscher Rundfunk, with RealAudio broadcasts and many links. (In German.)

· Jazz Information Service
Maintained by Dr. Michael Frohne, with discographies, tour and festival schedules, etc.

· Jazz In Belgium
The Web Site of LES LUNDIS D'HORTENSE, the Belgian association of jazz musicians. All about the Belgian jazz scene and its musicians.

· Café Damberd
"In a pluralist atmosphere of tolerance and respect we'd like to get you drunk and hope to be pleasant company... Café Damberd, a bar to have an intimate conversation, while listening to jazz music, and where musicians and public of all nations get together."

· www.jazzmasters.nl
A clearinghouse for all sorts of Dutch jazz musicians.

· Willem Breuker Kollektief
The website for the Netherlands' best big band, with links to BVHaast discography, etc.

· Jazz Market
A Dutch site with lots of links to jazz sites on the web.

· Italian Jazz Musicians
A great site with links to dozens of Italian musicians and ensembles, recordings, photographs, etc.

· Dansk Musik
Maintained by Bjarne Gren, a good starting point for exploring the Danish jazz scene. (In Danish.)

· Musiknet.dk
Another good entry point to the Danish scene. (In Danish)

· Jazz Fyn
An organization in Odense, Denmark that sponsors jazz concerts a year. (In Danish and English.)

· 'Round About Jazz
Maintained by Jø Mathiasen, with news and links to other Scandinavian jazz sites.

· SwedeJazz
The website of the Swedish Jazz Federation, with news, information on clubs and festivals, etc.

· Swedish JazzWeb
A good starting point for exploring the Swedish jazz scene. Partly in Swedish.

· Jazz Scene with David Fishel
The website for the weekly Norwegian radio show Jazz Scene. Listen to the shows via RealAudio®.

· hertsi.com
Maintained by Ville Sahlakari. A terrific entry point into the Finnish jazz scene -- with a good discography of Finnish jazz in the 1970s, links, etc.

· Jazz Action
The Jazz Development Agency for Northern Arts and Yorkshire Arts, maintained by Adrian Tilbrook.

· Jazz Services
This group "promote[s] the growth and development of jazz within the UK."

· Jazz in Scotland
The work of Ian Millar and Dominic Spencer, with monthly features, tour schedules, festival information, etc.

Festival Links

· International Jazz Festivals Organization (IJFO)
A list with links to the most well known jazz festivals in Europe.

· Bingen Jazz Festival (Germany)

· Fesdtival de Jazz Vitoria-Gasteiz (Spain) 

· Keitelejazz Festival (Finland)

· Jazz Festivals (Netherlands)
Great list of traditional jazz festivals around the world – many in Europe.

· More Festivals MusicMoz free database 
Another data base of European festivals

· Montreux Sounds The Montreux Jazz Festival concerts database, searchable via Excite.

· Moers New Jazz Festival The "official" website of the Moers Festival, with history, schedules, etc.

· Due Laghi Jazz Festival (Italy)
Maintained by Fulvio Albano, the website for a yearly festival in Avigliana, Turin.

· Cleethorpes Jazz Festival An annual event held in the traditional English seaside town of Cleethorpes, in North East Lincolnshire. Website has information on booking tickets, full event listings, etc.

Jazz Education

· Jazz Schule Luzern With a study guide, faculty list, links, etc.

· IASJ (International Association of Schools of Jazz)  An organization founded in 1987 by American saxophonist David Leibman.  Most schools associated with the organization are in Europe.

· International Association for Jazz Education (IAJE).  An organization with over 8,000 members in 30+ countries.

Questions for Review

1. By what process was Jazz introduced to Europe?

2. When did European musicians become Jazz innovators?

3. Explain the evolution of their growth.

4. How was the collaboration between American and European Jazz musicians important?  

5. Choose two European Jazz musicians and explore their contributions to the international Jazz scene. 
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