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CHAPTER 11: POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY
Main Points
1. Political philosophy seeks to find the best form of political existence. It is concerned with determining the state’s right to exist, its ethically legitimate functions and scope, and its proper organization.
Plato and Aristotle
2. Plato. Plato’s Republic: the ideal state, analogously to the virtuous person, has three elements (classes—the craftsmen; the police-soldiers; the governing class), each of which fulfills its unique function in accordance with the dictates of reason. Rule and leadership is by an elite subgroup of the guardians, the “philosopher kings.”
3. The guardians have neither private property nor private families, and reproduction is con- trolled so as to improve the bloodline in intelligence, courage, and other leadership qualities.
4. Plato’s fivefold classification of the forms of government, each of which after the first is a degeneration of the preceding form, is: aristocracy, timocracy, plutocracy, democracy, and tyranny.

5. For Plato the state is a living organism whose well-being must be sought by its subjects: A state is good to the extent that it is well ordered.
6. Aristotle. For Aristotle too the state is a living organism, one that exists to promote the good life for humans: a state is good to the extent that it enables its citizens to have the good life.
7. Aristotle: The form of the ideal state depends on the circumstances. Proper rule can be by one (monarchy) or by a few (aristocracy) or by the many (polity); improper rule can be by one (tyranny) or by a few (oligarchy) or by the many (democracy). Good forms tend to generate into bad.
8. Aristotle: Inequality among humans is a fact of nature. Aristotle and Plato were not egalitarian.
Natural Law Theory and Contractarian Theory
9. Aristotle is sometimes regarded as the source of natural law political theory, but the clearest conception of natural law is found in Stoic philosophy. Cicero gave us the classic expression of Stoic natural law as applied to political philosophy: there is only one valid basis for human law, the natural law of reason, and it holds eternally and universally.
10. Augustine and Aquinas. Both thinkers Christianized natural law as the eternal moral law of God as it is apprehended by humans through the dictates of conscience and reason.
11. Aquinas: Aquinas posited four kinds of law: (1) eternal law (the divine reason of God), (2) divine law (God’s gift by revelation to humanity), (3) natural law (apprehended by con- science), (4) human law (the laws and statutes of a society).
12. Two vital questions raised by Augustine and Aquinas are: (1) the relationship of secular to natural law; (2) the relationship of state to church.
13. Augustine: the purpose of the state is to take the power to do hurt from the wicked. Aquinas: the purpose of the state is to promote the common good.
14. Thomas Hobbes. Natural laws (not law) are rational principles of preservation of life. The first law of nature: seek peace as far as you can and then use any means of defense. The second law: be content, for the sake of peace and self-preservation, with only so much of liberty against others as you would allow them against you. The third law: perform the covenants or agreements one has made.
15. Applying the foregoing laws of nature to practical affairs leads to the Leviathan, the central sovereign power to which people will transfer their power and rights if they are smart enough to see that it is in their own self-interest to do so. This in effect creates a social contract.
16. There is and can be no contract between the Leviathan and its subjects. This entails that: it is impossible for the Leviathan to be unjust; it has the right to lay down any laws it can enforce, although it cannot require suicide; it has no legal or moral obligation to its subjects.
17. If the Leviathan fails to provide security, subjects may transfer power to another sovereign.
18. When Hobbes used the phrase “natural right” in asserting that when peace cannot be obtained persons have a natural right to use all means to defend themselves, he meant there are no moral restrictions. One’s natural right to life does not prohibit any activity.
19. Hobbes was the first philosopher to enunciate systematically the concept that justice and the state are created through a social contract (a philosophy called contractualism or contractarian theory).
Two Other Contractarian Theorists
20. John Locke. Locke’s Two Treatises of Government were regarded as the philosophical justification of the Glorious Revolution.

21. Locke: There is a natural moral law that is more than a set of practical principles for survival.
Because we are God’s each person has inalienable natural rights. We must seek to preserve ourselves and others: no person can take another’s life or impair his life, liberty, health, limbs, or goods except for just punishment.
22. Locke: The legitimacy of a state rests on the prior consent of the governed. If one accepts the advantages of citizenship one has given tacit consent to the state to make and enforce laws.
23. Locke and the right to property. The state is created to protect property and to ensure peace, safety, and the public good. It acquires its legitimacy by an explicit or implicit social contract on the part of its subjects, who entrust their rights to the state for safeguarding.
24. Locke’s theory of property implies that all people equally have a right to property but do not all have a right to equal property.
25. Separation of power. Locke: Only through law are people assured of equal, fair, and impartial treatment and protected from the arbitrary exercise of power by the government. Although the lawmaking power is the central power of government, there are two other essential powers: to execute the laws and to make war and peace. Locke recommended the separation of these powers in three branches of government.
26. Though Locke believed it essential that there be a judiciary to settle disputes, the idea that the judiciary should be a separate branch of government belonged to the influential French jurist Montesquieu.
27. Jean-Jacques Rousseau. His earliest views notwithstanding, Rousseau came to think that through a social contract people give up individual liberty for a superior collective liberty. Through the social contract they create a collective whole or “sovereign,” a nonbiological organism that functions according to the general will, which manifests itself by a majority vote and which expresses itself in law.
28. Rousseau: The citizens have the right at any time to terminate the social contract and to depose the official of the state.
29. Did Rousseau establish a philosophical basis for totalitarianism?
U.S. Constitutional Theory – Applied Philosophy
30. In world history, the first significant use of a written constitution was the U.S. Constitution, a continuing experiment in applied philosophy.
31. Natural law and rights in the Declaration of Independence. In 1776 the Declaration of Independence proclaimed the doctrines of natural, or divine, law and of natural, or God-given, rights, declaring that there are “Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God.” The Declaration also asserted that it is “self-evident” that “all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that amongst these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” The framers also stated that “it is the Right of the People to alter or abolish” any form of government whenever it becomes destructive of “its ends to secure” these unalienable rights.
32. Natural law and rights in the U. S. Constitution. The original Constitution refers to natural law and rights only implicitly, but its framers regarded the rights of the Bill of Rights as the unalienable rights referred to in the Declaration.
33. Beginning with Marbury v. Madison, decided by the Supreme Court in 1803, it became firmly established that, under the Constitution, the Supreme Court has the power to declare void federal and state laws that violate it. The relationship of the authority of the states to the authority of the federal government has always been a central issue in American constitutional philosophy.
34. The right to privacy. What specific rights are explicit and implicit in the Bill of Rights and other clauses of the Constitution is a matter of continuing debate. An important question today is whether or not the Constitution guarantees a right to privacy and what is included in that right if it does.
35. In the landmark Roe v. Wade decision (1973) the Supreme Court upheld a woman’s right to abortion as included within the right to privacy.
36. In Lawrence v. Texas (2003) the Court ruled that a Texas law prohibiting homosexual sodomy was unconstitutional. The majority opinion was based, however, not on a right to privacy but on the grounds that the anti-sodomy law was a violation of rights “implicit in ordered liberty,” emphasizing constitutional guarantees of liberty rather than privacy.
Classic Liberalism and Marxism
37. The nineteenth century saw the development of liberalism and Marxism.
38. Liberalism: Expressed by John Stuart Mill, liberalism maintains that “the sole end for which mankind are warranted, individually or collectively, in interfering with the liberty of action of any of their number, is to prevent harm to others. His own good, either physical or moral, is not a sufficient warrant.”
39. Adam Smith: In a laissez-faire economy (one in which the government remains on the side- lines), each individual, in seeking his own gain, is led “by an invisible hand” to promote the common good (though doing so is not his intention).
40. Smith was an exponent of capitalism (a system of private ownership of property and the means of production and distribution) and a free-market economy (in which individuals may pursue their own economic interests without governmental restrictions on their freedom).
41. Utilitarianism and natural rights. The utilitarian Jeremy Bentham denied the existence of natural rights. Utilitarianism seems to require violating any so-called natural right if doing so increases the total happiness.
42. Harriet Taylor. Taylor and John Stuart Mill shared a long personal and professional intimacy, but even after they began writing together Taylor’s writings were published under Mill’s name, partly because a man’s name gave more legitimacy in a sexist culture.
43. She wrote in defense of minority viewpoints, writing that “the opinion of society—majority opinion—is the root of all intolerance.”
44. John Stuart Mill. Mill followed Bentham and Hume in rejecting Locke’s theory that people have God-given natural rights.
45. Mill, a utilitarian, said that the general happiness—the sum total of happiness of individuals in a group—requires that all enjoy personal liberty to the fullest extent possible consistent with like enjoyment by others. Personal liberty, including freedom of thought and speech, he held, is essential to the general happiness.
46. Mill stated the fundamental principle of liberalism: you cannot interfere with another’s liberty for that person’s own good but only to prevent harm to others, and the burden of proof lies on the person who claims another’s liberty will harm others.
47. Mill: The best form of government is that which among all realistic, practical alternatives produces the greatest benefit. And that, he said, is representative democracy.
48. Mill was sensitive to the threat to liberty in democracies by tyranny of public opinion, as well as by suppression of minority points of view.
49. He held that government should not do anything that more effectively can be done privately; nor should government do it, even if it can do it more effectively, if doing it deprives individuals of the opportunity for development or education.
50. Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel: Master and Slave. “The human,” he wrote, “is nothing other than the series of his acts.” With consciousness and speech, humans constitute the becoming that (in Hegel’s metaphysics) is time and history. Human being is an active process of becoming whose actions are driven by desires.
51. Liberation to one’s true self begins with desire for what is not yet and is thus a desire for non- being. All becoming, all time and history, arise out of an ongoing annihilation of the present (immediate being).
52. Hegel: The self is “transcended” in both fighting and working.
53. Hegel: The deepest human desire is the need for (universal) recognition, so humans are in continuous “life and death fights” with each other. Personal immortality is fame.
54. The victor in war is lord and master because the victor would rather die than submit and be dominated. The victor is fighting for a non-biological goal: prestige and recognition. The master’s keenest pleasure is the recognition of his superiority by his slaves.
55. But the lord and master is frustrated because he is recognized by his slaves but not by his equals and his is a static, non-evolving status. The master cannot grow and eventually will be outstripped by the slaves he exploits.
56. Hegel: The slaves begin in a subordinate position having chosen subservience rather than annihilation. But the slave’s suffering and coerced work lead to an intuition of the ideal or free self and how that self might be achieved.
57. Just as the master attained freedom and domination by overcoming the instinct to live, so the slave comes to an idea that Nature can be dominated. This form of domination is creative, modifying and shaping Nature to thought and ideals and giving rise to science.
58. Hegel: The slave develops weapons to overcome the fear of death and escape the yoke of the master and through this struggle provides the changes that determine the evolution of history. The slave has ultimate prestige, freedom, and autonomy. The slave has risen above the master and Nature alike.
59. The kind of labor that frees is Bildung, self-building education, which shapes and humanizes the slave and shapes and transforms the world. This dual process yields the “world historical individual,” one who shapes the course of history.
60. Hegel: The struggle between master and slaves has many stages. One is Christian ideology in which the slave ceases to struggle for freedom and instead commits to absolute slavehood under an absolute master. This is enslavement to the fear of death.
61. Hegel: The final stage of human development occurs when the fear of death is overcome and one comes to accept one’s finitude and learns to live in this world as an autonomous and free individual. This represents for Hegel the actualization of the idea of the god-man, immanent as Absolute Self-consciousness (very much in line with Spinoza’s equating of Nature and God).
62. Hegel saw this final development of the human spirit in the person of Napoleon as infused with Hegelian self-consciousness. The idea of a transcendental god having evolved into an   immanent Universal existing in the world is the Ideal State realized in history in which a person can find ultimate satisfaction and total autonomy.
63. Marxism. Karl Marx said that philosophers have tried only to understand the world, whereas the real point is to change it. He did not regard his work as philosophy.
64. Means of production versus productive relations. Marx: The ideal society will lack economic classes, wages, money, private property, and exploitation.
65. It will arise as the result of the dialectical process of productive activity and social relationships (productive relations), which interplay accounts for man’s socioeconomic-political situation and also for his morality, law, religion, philosophy, and art.
66. Class struggle. According to Marx, the critical social relationships involve property, and with the advent of private property, society divided into two classes, those with and those without it.
67. Capitalism and its consequences. In modern capitalist societies, according to Marx, production is socialized, but ownership of property is not. An inevitable consequence: concentration of wealth into fewer and fewer hands.
68. Alienation. The second consequence of continued capitalism is the increasing alienation of workers, who become mere commodities.
69. Capitalism is self-liquidating. A further inevitable consequence is the self-liquidation of capitalism: overproduction leading to economic crises and increasingly intolerable conditions for the working class, together with increased class self-consciousness, will generate a revolution of the working class, leading to a dictatorship of the proletariat, eventually resulting in a classless society.

70. Marxism and Communism. By the end of the nineteenth century most European socialist parties were committed to Marxism, but a split developed between the revolutionists and the revisionists or evolutionary socialists.
71. Evolutionary socialism became strong in Great Britain and in socialist parties of many nations, the revolutionists gained ascendancy in the Second International; under Lenin the revolutionist Bolsheviks seized control of Russia in the Revolution of 1917 becoming a year later the Communist Party of the USSR.
72. The term “Communism” today still denotes the Marxist–Leninist ideology of the parties founded under the banner of the Comintern in 1919. This is distinguished from “communism,” which denotes any form of society in which property or other important goods are held in common by the community.
73. Anarchism. Anarchists deny that the state is necessary for peace, justice, or equality. Anarchism in the nineteenth century was the main philosophical alternative to liberalism and Marxism.
74. Anarchists include Pierre Joseph Proudhon (the so-called father of the movement), and Mikhail Bakunin and Prince Piotr Kropotkin, the latter much influenced by Charles Darwin. The slogan “From each according to his means, to each according to his needs,” came from the anarchist Communists.
Boxes
Aristotle, the Political Scientist
(He was not a neutral describer of political systems)
Power Politics: Niccolò Machiavelli
(Thoughts on The Prince and Discourses on Livy)
Profile: Thomas Hobbes
(The man who met Gassendi, Galileo, and Bacon)
Profile: John Locke
(In his last years he devoted himself to religious contemplation)
Catharine Trotter Cockburn and John Locke
(A stalwart defender of John Locke’s philosophy)
Profile: Jean-Jacques Rousseau
(He loved many women and became paranoid to the point of madness)
Profile: John Stuart Mill
(The person with the highest IQ?)
Profile: Karl Marx
(He and Friedrich Engles wrote The Communist Manifesto)
Marxism and Liberalism Compared
(Ten doctrines that many orthodox Marxists accept, together with possible classical liberal responses to them)
Readings

11.1 Plato, from Crito
Socrates explains why it is wrong for him to try to escape his execution: doing so would violate an implicit agreement with the state.
11.2 Plato, from Republic
Plato, through “Socrates,” explains the relation between the male and the female guardians of society, as well as other features of the ideal state.
11.3 Thomas Hobbes, from Leviathan
This contains the meat of Hobbes’s political theory, including his treatment of the state of nature, the first and second natural laws and the right of nature, and his discussion of the causes of commonwealth.
11.4 John Stuart Mill, from On Liberty
The famous and stirring “Chapter 1. Introductory” segment of On Liberty, in which Mill sets forth the guiding principle of classic liberalism.
11.5 Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, from The Communist Manifesto
One of the most famous political documents of all time. This selection includes the most important aspects of the Marxist analysis of economic history. In Marxist theory the bourgeoisie (themiddle class) is in opposition to the proletariat (the class of industrial wage-earners) who earn their living by selling their labor.

Philosophers
• Aristotle held that a state is good to the degree to which it enables its citizens to achieve the good life and believed that the form of the ideal state depends on the circumstances. 289

• St. Augustine and St. Thomas Aquinas Christianized the concept of natural law. They were concerned with the relationship of secular law to natural law and of the state to the Church. Aquinas distinguished four kinds of law; this was one of his most important contributions to political philosophy. 291

• Jeremy Bentham, a utilitarian philosopher, dismissed talk about natural rights as meaningless. 307

• Georg Hegel explained the road to freedom via master and slave. 311

• Thomas Hobbes was a contractarian theorist who held that civil society, civil laws, and justice come into existence when people contract among themselves to transfer their power and rights to a sovereign power who compels people to live in peace and honor their agreements. Hobbes believed the transfer is “commanded” by natural law, which he held to be a set of rational principles for best ensuring self preservation. 292

• John Locke held that people have God-given natural rights and that the state is created for the protection of those rights by mutual agreement among its citizens, who entrust their rights to the state for safeguarding. 296

• Karl Marx held that human history is a dialectical interplay between social relationships and economic productive activity that involves class warfare but ultimately leads to an ideal society lacking classes, wages, money, private property, or exploitation. 313

• John Stuart Mill, a classical liberal theorist, held that the function of the state is to promote the general happiness (not to safeguard natural rights). He stipulated that a person’s liberty may be interfered with only to prevent harm to others. 309

• Plato held that the best or “just” state is a class-structured aristocracy ruled by “philosopher-kings.” 288

• Jean-Jacques Rousseau, another contractarian, held that, through a social compact, people may agree to unite into a state and through the state to enact laws reflective of the general will. He believed that people neither give up their rights to the state nor entrust them to it, for they are the state. 301

• Adam Smith was a classical liberal economic theorist who was an exponent of capitalism and a laissez-faire economy. 307

• Harriet Taylor was a reformist philosopher who advocated the liberation of women and stressed the importance of political tolerance and individualism. 308
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