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CHAPTER 4: ARISTOTLE
Main Points

1. Aristotle (384–322 B.C.) was the pupil of Plato and a teacher of Alexander the Great.
2. Aristotle observed nature closely and came to be considered the definitive authority on all subjects except religion (on which, nevertheless, his impact came to be tremendous and long- lasting).
What Is It to Be?
3. Aristotle called metaphysics “first philosophy.” For him, to be is to be a particular thing, and each thing is composed of matter in a particular form; with the exception of God, neither form nor matter is ever found in isolation from the other. There is no separate and superior realm of Forms.
4. The basic questions that can be asked of any thing are about its causes, which are four: the formal cause (the form of the thing), the material cause (what it is made of), the efficient cause (what made it), and the final cause (its purpose or end).
5. Change can be viewed as movement from potentiality to actuality. Because actuality is the source of change, pure actuality (that is, the unchanged changer, or God) is the ultimate source of change.
6. Aristotle maintained that the metaphysics of his predecessors was concerned with various kinds of causation (Thales with material causation, Plato with formal causation, Empedocles and Anaxagoras with efficient causation). It was for Aristotle to provide an adequate explanation of final causation.
Actuality and Possibility
7. Matter is pure possibility; it cannot move or form itself.

8. On the other hand, God is pure actuality, which can only move things without being moved or changed in any way.
9. Things move and are moved as a process of actualizing some of their potentialities. It is things’ love and longing of perfection or God that moves the universe.
10. Changes in the natural world continue without ceasing. Only God is pure act and perfect actualization.
Essence and Existence
11. The first judgment to be made about a thing is whether it exists.
12. Next, if a thing is, what is it? Substance refers to the individual, particular thing and to what a thing is in common with other things. The latter is known as a thing’s essence, its definition.
13. Persons’ essence: rational animal.
14. The physical world can be divided into the essences, or species, of mineral, vegetable, and animal. To be a specific thing is to have a set potential which is in continuous process of actualization. This forming process constitutes a thing’s being and allows it to become a whole individual. Happiness is a way of measuring to what degree a human being is fulfilling his or her potential.
Ten Basic Categories
15. Basic categories of being: substance, quantity, quality, relationships, place, time, posture, constitution, passivity, and activity.
16. These categories make possible the comprehension of a thing’s being.
17. The soul (psyche) is the principle of independent movement within each human being, pro- viding the purposes and ultimate end which human beings pursue.
The Three Souls
18. Human beings have three souls which form a single unity.
19. The vegetative soul is the source of nourishment.
20. The animal soul is the basis of sensation and movement.
21. The intelligent or spiritual soul (nous) is pure and immortal and is the source of conceptual thought and the understanding of being.
Aristotle and the Theory of Forms
22. Aristotle used what is called the Third Man argument to take issue with Plato’s Theory of Forms. Circular coins have the Form circularity in common; but an additional Form is needed, it seems, to express what one of the coins and the Form circularity have in common. And there needs to be yet another Form to express what the additional Form and the Form of circularity have in common, and so on.
23. Aristotle’s own view is that the forms are universals (something that more than one individual can be) but that such universals do not exist apart from particulars. Circularity has no independent existence apart from particular circular things.
Aristotle’s Theory of Knowledge
24. Discursive reasoning defines things by way of their limitations, samenesses, and differences; it is the basis of science and provides an understanding of everyday human life.

25. Aristotle sought to define things by determining how a thing is similar to other things (genus) and how it is specifically different (species, or specific difference).
26. Intuition is an immediate, direct seeing of a certain truth. That which is absolutely simple and first, God, can only be understood through intuition. The most fundamental principles of knowing, including the principle of contradiction (a thing cannot both be and not be at the same time and in the same respect), must also be known intuitively.
Logic
27. Aristotle’s contribution to the study of sound reasoning is fundamentally important, and he is known as the father of logic. His work on the syllogism (in which one proposition is inferred from two others) is still taught in universities throughout the world. (To infer one proposition from other propositions is to see that the first one follows from the others.)
28. Aristotle’s logic is linked to his metaphysics because he believed that the forms of thought in which we think about reality represent the way reality actually is.
Boxes

Profile: Aristotle
(He tutored Alexander the Great when Alexander was 13)
Aristotle and Plato on Forms
(For Aristotle, universals have no independent existence apart from particular things)
Readings

4.1   Aristotle, from Metaphysics
Aristotle here describes the relation of form to matter, the nature of forms, and the types of generation.
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