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CHAPTER 17: Four Philosophical Problems
Main Points

Free Will
1. Determinism is the idea that whatever you do and whatever you become, you were destined to do and become.
2. Psychological determinism holds that your choices are determined by your preferences, all of which ultimately stem from environmental and hereditary factors of which you have little or no knowledge, and none of which ultimately were created by you.
3. Neuroscientific determinism holds that what you think and do is determined by neurophysiological events of which you are mostly unaware and over which ultimately you have no control.
4. Causal determinism holds that every event  is determined by earlier events, from which it follows (if your actions are events), that your actions had to happen.
5. Causal determinism is summed up in physicist Arthur Eddington’s remark, “What significance is there in my struggle tonight whether I shall give up smoking, if the laws that govern matter already preordain for tomorrow a configuration of matter consisting of pipe, tobacco, and smoke connected with my lips?”

Consciousness

6. The problem of consciousness is the concern of the philosophy of mind, an area within analytic philosophy.

7. Philosophy of mind seeks to understand (analyze) everyday psychological language and to encompass the research of psychologists, neuroscientists, computer scientists, linguists, artificial intelligence researchers, and other specialists.
8. Dualism. A human being has (or is) both a physical body and a nonphysical mind, and these two things are interactive. (Not all dualists believe the immaterial mind and the material body interact, but most dualists do, so dualism as used here, unless otherwise noted, refers to interactionist dualism.)
9. Many analytic philosophers reject dualism and tend to subscribe to the physicalist theories of behaviorism, identity theory, or functionalism.
10. Behaviorism. As a methodological principle of psychology, behaviorism holds that fruitful psychological investigation confines itself to such psychological phenomena as can be behaviorally defined.

11. Ryle: Philosophical behaviorism is the doctrine that (1) There is no such thing as a non- physical mind—there is “no ghost within the machine.” (2) Mental-state thing-words do not really denote things; statements in which such words appear are loose references to behaviors and behavioral dispositions. (3) Statements about a person’s mental states cannot, despite (2), actually be translated into some set of statements about the person’s behavior and behavioral dispositions
Behaviorism seems to solve the interaction problem.
12. Identity theory. So-called mental phenomena are physical phenomena within the brain and central nervous system (CNS).
13. Among the adherents: Australian philosopher J. J. C. Smart.
14. Identity theory is easily confused with behaviorism, but it is a distinct theory. The identity theory holds that mind-states are brainstates, that reference to a person’s beliefs or thoughts is in fact reference to events and processes within that person’s brain and nervous system. Philosophical behaviorism holds that the psychological vocabulary used in describing a person is just a shorthand way to talk about that person’s behavioral dispositions.
15. Functionalism. Many physicalists question the identity theory (wherein each distinct mental state or process equates with one and only one brain-state or process) since it is possible that beings with very different arrangements of matter might also have certain psychological states such as feelings, hopes and desires.
16. Functionalism defines a mental state not by some arrangement of physical matter but by its function. A mousetrap is not defined by the matter it is made of but by what it does.
17. Because functionalism is a physicalist theory, it doesn’t commit the researcher to any form of Cartesian metaphysics, on one hand, or the implausible reductionist idea that psychology is ultimately nothing but neurophysiology, on the other.
18. Critics of functionalism (including David Chalmers) claim it does not explain what it is like to have a conscious experience, what it is like for the person experiencing a mental state.
19. Chalmers: Rather than solve the “hard problem of consciousness,” functionalism, behaviorism, and identity theory seem to discount it as not worth thinking about.
The Gift

20. The theme of the gift is one of the main focal points where all contemporary interdisciplinary discourses intersect 

21. The challenge of studying the complexities of the gift is to attempt to determine whether there can be a pure gift

22. The question of time enters into the possibility of the gift as outside the circle of commodity exchange

23.  the gift is intrinsically related to both our social, economic, and political practices

24. Derrida's claim is that a true gift must be entirely unconditional

25. Derrida asks us to consider if the conditions of the possibility of the gift are also the conditions of its impossibility

Aesthetics
26. Aesthetics, the philosophy of art, asks among other questions What is art? What makes art good? How can we judge art good or bad? How is it possible to tell stories about things that do not exist? What is creativity?

27. What is art?  Is something a piece of art because of special features it has? Can you tell just by looking at sculpture if it is a work of art?  If so, then why are Andy Warhol’s Brillo box sculptures considered works of art when the same containers stacked elsewhere would not be?

28. Arthur Danto said that the features defining art have to do with interpretation and creation.  What kinds of interpretations and creations transform nonart into art?

29. Knowing what art is doesn’t tell us why we value it. The capacity of many artworks to arouse emotions is one source of their value.  But how this works isn’t clear. How do movies and TV shows that are tear-jerker tragedies bring pleasure?

30. The paradox of fiction:  We often respond emotionally to fictional characters, but how can this be since fictional characters aren’t real? How can we feel sad for Anna Karenina given that she never existed?

31. The puzzle of music: How can music express emotions given that it does not represent anything?

32. The idea that music expresses emotions composers felt seems false.  And the idea that music arouses emotions faces the difficulties that listeners can detect joyfulness in music even when they are not feeling in the least bit joyful.

33. Other questions: Why is a perfect forgery not as valuable as the original painting? Why should knowledge about an artist’s life impact our appreciation of his or her work? Does a work of music exist if nobody plays or listens to it?  Why listen to it if you can read the score?

Boxes
Causal Determinism
(Atoms are governed by physical law)

Monkeys Control Robotic Arm
(Monkeys control a robotic arm with their thoughts)

Bogg’s Bills
(Life-size drawings of currency)
Readings
17.1 J. J. C. Smart, from “Sensations and Brain Processes”
Smart explains identity theory, first by clarifying the nature of the equation between sensations and brain processes, and second by replying to objections to the view that sensation statements report processes in the brain.
17.2 Sam Harris, from Free Will
Harris explains why we choose what we do but do not choose what we choose to do.
Philosophers

Gilbert Ryle thought that when we say something about someone's psychological states we are in fact saying something about his or her behavioral propensities.554

J. J. C. Smart thought that mental states are identical to brain states 555

Sam Harris said that our choices ultimately result from causes about which we have little or no knowledge and over which we had no control 575

Ralph Waldo Emerson  American essayist, poet, and lecturer who led the Transcendental movement in the mid-nineteenth century 560

Marcel Mauss French anthropologist who studied and wrote about social theories of reciprocity and gift exchange. 560

 Georges Bataille a French intellectual whose work crossed a number of fields: literature, anthropology, economics, sociology, art history, philosophy, and eroticism. 561

Friedrich Nietzsche a German philosopher, poet, composer, and cultural critic who challenged Christian morality. 561

Martin Heidegger a German philosopher known for his explorations of the question of “being.” 562

Pierre Bourdieu a French sociologist, anthropologist and philosopher who studied cultural reproduction and cultural capital. 562

Helene Cixous a contemporary French/Algerian feminist literary critic, feminist writer, playwright, philosopher and rhetorician. 563

Luce Irigaray a contemporary feminist Belgian/French cultural theorist and psychoanalyst 563

Jacques Derrida a French/Algerian philosopher whose work in language is known as deconstruction  564
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