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RESPONDING to ART

Form, Content, and Context




Bersson: Responding to Art

Reviewer Quotes


	Quote
	Feature
	Review Type

	The “appreciation” sections in the Bersson are interesting and relevant.
	Appreciation Boxes
	Comparative (Fichner)

	The “appreciation” sections in Bersson add interest to specific areas.
	Appreciation Boxes
	Comparative (Fichner)

	The varied focus and author of each “appreciation box” presented a wonderful balance for my students.
	Appreciation Boxes
	Pilot (Getlein)

	The Appreciations and Interaction boxes are a good idea and make Bersson’s approach refreshing.
	Boxed Features
	Comparative (Fichner)

	The “appreciations” and “Interactions” are clever . . .
	Boxed Features
	Comparative (Fichner)

	The “Interaction Box” features in Responding to Art are very creative ways to involve the student with hands-on activities that reinforce the text discussion in that chapter.
	Boxed Features
	Comparative (Sayre)

	Each text offers features that allow the reader to get some in-depth information about a work of art or an artist “Appreciations” in the Bersson text, and “Works in Progress” in Sayre’s.  However, I am intrigued at how Bersson’s goes a bit further by adding the Interaction/Technique boxes throughout the book.
	Boxed Features
	Comparative (Sayre)

	The actual content of the Bersson however is more comprehensive. 
	Comprehensive Coverage
	Comparative (Fichner)

	Chapter 2 is well organized and what make it refreshing are the “newer” illustrations that are included.  
	Illustrations
	Comparative (Fichner)

	The author has made very good decisions.  The art is easily tied to the text . . . .
	Illustrations
	Comparative (Fichner)

	I like the way the images follow the narrative . . . . .
	Illustrations
	Comparative (Preble)

	Something I wish the Sayre book had that is included in the Bersson book is an image of the actual media as one would buy in the store today (p. 101 and 107)
	Illustrations
	Comparative (Sayre)

	The illustrations in the Bersson text are really nice.  Personally, I like the inclusion of artists at work (Cochran on page 97) and the use of children at work on their art projects (also p. 97).
	Illustrations
	Comparative (Sayre)

	The use of images throughout is very helpful in an effort to reinforce the lecture aspect of the classroom.  One thing I appreciate through this text that Sayre’s book does not have a subtext with many, if not all, of the photographs (very helpful).
	Illustrations
	Comparative (Sayre)

	I found there to be a nice assortment of images that appeal to many different ages and personality types . . .
	Illustrations
	Comparative (Sayre)

	His approach to educating people about art is well thought out and his use of more casual language is a vital factor to what I will predict as this book becoming a popular art apperception textbook.
	Writing Style
	Comparative (Fichner)

	Connection, connections, connections.  I am always making connections. PPF does not.  Bersson does.  . . .The students are more receptive when the text more or less matches what and how the instructor teaches.
	Writing Style
	Comparative (Preble)

	The writing style is conversational and clear. It is as if the reader is participating in a discussion and being pulled into the text rather than reading it.
	Writing Style
	Comparative (Preble)

	The Bersson text seems to have a more contextual feel that deals with the process and purpose of each medium.  I like the way the Bersson text is written given the context . . .
	Writing Style
	Comparative (Sayre)

	Responding to Art is very well written for the "non-art" student with the most varied and exciting illustrations I've ever found.  My Elementary Education majors loved it and will find it a wonderful resource for years to come.
	Writing Style
	Pilot (Getlein)
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