Nice Quotes from Stanford Reviews

· Quotes from Will Timory
Southwestern Michigan College

The text’s strengths lie in its selection of 44 stories, 127 poems, and 11 plays. The readings are what makes or breaks a text for most faculty, and here there is a plenitude of variety…The groupings of readings by serviceable, well-liked themes is a plus for the text.

· Quotes from Lolly Smith
Everett Community College

How do readers “journal about their texts? How does one ask questions of a text? How does one differentiate between topics, ideas, and themes? It is this area that drew me to the Stanford text. Her writing apparatus is wonderful. She has cogent questions in grayed boxes and clear explanations of typical writing assignments.

· Quotes from Raelyn Joyce
Kalamazoo Valley Community College

I’ve found this text to be almost ideal for my needs and goals as a literature teacher. The emphasis on reader response is both delightful and rewarding. Students respond well to approaches such as formalist criticism, as this textbook demonstrates. Reader response, though, is the starting point, and other approaches can build on it. Another reason I like the text is the use of the thematic approach; again, I’ve found that students respond to this better than they do a schedule of readings based on genre…it (the text) provides a wide range of choices both in terms of themes and works for each theme.

· Quotes from Geraldine Grunow
Henry Ford Community College

I appreciate the tone and introductions to the chapters and especially liked the first four chapters of the book. Short samples of the different genres, as well as extensive modeling of writing assignments, are invaluable. 

The themes covered seemed wonderfully inclusive.

· Quotes from Elaine Razzano
Lyndon State College

Your text has everything in it that I would need for an introductory literature class. 

· Quotes from Lisa Williams
Jacksonville State University

The mix of selections is very powerful, with a balance of voices that is most impressive. The information included in the guidelines zeroes in on what students need to know about writing specific types of papers about literature, putting critical information in a useful format. The use of student writing in both sample papers and in the informal responses is wonderful. Seeing these writings will help students using the book to see the possibilities in their writing.

· Quotes from Ron Kyhos
U.S. Naval Academy

Truth is, I haven’t seen any text received as positively as Responding to Lit by the staff who have reviewed it at my suggestion. 

The thing I really like about this text is the range of readings from the very early work to the most recent. 

When I began reviewing the text, one of the first things I noticed …was the USEFUL art and how it was coordinated with the literature within the text. Excellent!

I liked the format used and I think it is very student friendly.
