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preface

verywhere you look in this edition you will see a new

Raven & Johnson’s Biology. From the new author team,

to the new design and art program and the completely
revised content, Biology has undergone a transformation. This
“new” text maintains the clear, accessible, and engaging writ-
ing style of past editions and the pervasive emphasis on evolu-
tion and scientific inquiry that have made this a leading text-
book for students majoring in biology. Now we have coupled
this approach to a modern integration of the exciting new re-
search in molecular biology and genomics to offer our readers
the most significant and important revision of our text since
the first edition.

Our New Author Team

Perhaps the greatest change to this edition is the change in
authoring responsibilities. Two of us, Jonathan Losos (Har-
vard University) and Susan Singer (Carleton College), be-
came new co-authors in the seventh edition, and now we’ve
taken on full authoring responsibilities for the eighth edition
as we welcome Kenneth Mason of Purdue University to our
team. Ken served as a key contributor in the genetics unit for
the seventh edition. The quality of the work he provided, his
expertise in genetics, and his experience in teaching majors in
biology at the university level made him a natural choice to
join our new author team.

We’re excited about the opportunity to take what was
already a high-quality textbook and move it forward in a sig-
nificant way for a new generation of students. All of us have
extensive experience teaching undergraduate biology and
we’ve used this knowledge as a guide in producing a text that
is up-to-date, beautifully illustrated, and pedagogically sound
for the student. We’ve also worked to make it even easier to
use and more closely integrated with its media support mate-
rials to provide instructors with an excellent complement to
their teaching.

Our New Visual Program

Even a casual look through the pages of the eighth edition
will show the care that went into developing the art and photo
program and the related page design. A brand new visual pro-
gram is rare in a revision, and our team found the opportunity
to reevaluate the effectiveness of the artwork and photos to
be an exciting challenge. Our goal has been to provide a clear,
consistent, accurate art program that is easy-to-follow and
beautifully three-dimensional.

To prepare for the revision, a variety of specialists re-
viewed the seventh edition art and photo program to assess
its instructional effectiveness and presentational value. We

worked closely with the artists and medical illustrators to pro-
duce sketches that effectively convey the chapter’s most im-
portant concepts or that provide students with a particularly
thought-provoking or dynamic example. A separate panel of
reviewers then evaluated each newly rendered figure for peda-
gogical value and accuracy.

Our text-paging team then worked in conjunction with
the artists to create innovative page spreads where the visuals
and textual content function together in a well-coordinated
and closely integrated manner. For complex processes, fig-
ures use numbered text boxes to lead the student step-by-step
through the figure. For others, where the whole is more im-
portant than the pieces, the figure is not interrupted by text
but explained thoroughly in the legend. Multilevel figures
take students from a macro to micro view using “blow-out”
arrows. Where figures can be put “inline” within the text this
has been done to intimately connect the art with the text nar-
rative and to allow the artwork to visually enliven the page.

Our Modern Content and Approach

One goal that unites our author team is the attempt to bring
students an exciting and up-to-date view of modern biology.
The extensive nature of this revision has produced exception-
ally current content throughout. Likewise, rather than past-
ing paragraphs of new material into selected chapters, we have
carefully worked together to reconsider our text’s outline and
coverage to provide a more consistent approach to concepts
so that the reader is not buried in detail in one chapter and left
wondering how something works in another.

Two new chapters in the evolution unit perfectly illus-
trate the importance of this goal. Chapter 24: Genome Evolu-
tion describes comparative genomics and explains how exciting
new discoveries resulting from the genome sequencing of so
many different species is revolutionizing our understanding of
evolution. Chapter 25: Evolution of Development follows with
a discussion of how changes in genes can produce changes in
development patterns, which result in new characteristics and
sometimes in speciation.

We’ve expanded our coverage of patterns of inheritance
into chapter 12 on heredity and Mendelian principles and
chapter 13 on chromosomal theory of inheritance. We’ve cre-
ated a new chapter 23: Systematics and the Phylogenetic Revolu-
tion and we now provide chapter 26: The Tiee of Life to offer a
broad overview as a way of introduction to the unit.

Another individual example of the current content is the
coverage of the newly discovered fossil that is transitional be-
tween fish and amphibians, Tiktaalik, which was announced in
mid-2006 (see figure 35.14b). Similarly, our discussion of the
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state of the environment is based on up-to-the-moment data
on population trends, global temperatures, and CO, levels.

The physiology unit has been reorganized and includes
a new introductory chapter 43: The Animal Body and Principles
of Regulation. This is designed to introduce the tissues and
organ systems covered in later chapters and provide an un-
derstanding of control systems and their associated feedback
mechanisms.

Our Consistent Themes

It is important to have consistent themes that organize and
unify a text. We met extensively to discuss our approaches to
teaching biology and to design the most effective text possible.
A number of themes are used throughout the book to unify
the broad-ranging material that makes up modern biology.
This begins with the primary goal of this textbook to pro-
vide a comprehensive understanding of evolutionary theory
and the scientific basis for this view. We use an experimental
framework combining both historical and contemporary re-
search examples to help students appreciate the progressive
and integrated nature of science.

Biology Is Based Upon an Understanding of Evolution

When Peter Raven and George Johnson began work on Biol-
ogy in 1982 they set out to write a text that presented biology
the way they taught in their classrooms: as the product of evo-
lution. Much as all biology “only makes sense in the light of
evolution,” this text is enhanced by a consistent evolutionary
theme that is woven throughout the text, and we have en-
hanced this theme in the eighth edition.

The enhanced evolutionary thread can be found in ob-
vious examples such as the two new chapters on molecular
evolution, but can also be found throughout the text. As each
section considers the current state of knowledge, the “what”
of biological phenomenon, they also consider how each sys-
tem may have arisen by evolution, the “where it came from”
of biological phenomenon.

Our approach allows evolution to be dealt with in the
context in which it is relevant. The material throughout this
book is considered not only in terms of present structure and
function, but how that structure and function may have arisen
via evolution by natural selection.

Biology Uses the Methods of Scientific Inquiry

Another unifying theme within the text is that knowledge
arises from experimental work that moves us progressively
forward. The use of historical and experimental approaches
throughout allow the student to not only see where the field is
now, but more importantly, how we arrived here. The incred-
ible expansion of knowledge in biology has created challenges
for authors to decide what content to keep, and to what level
an introductory text should strive. We have tried to keep as
much historical context as possible and to provide this within
an experimental framework consistently throughout the text.

Rather than interrupting the text with an experimental
box, we describe experiments in the context of the concepts
being provided. This keeps experimental approaches relevant
to the story being told. Data are provided throughout the text
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and figures to illustrate how we have arrived at our present
view of the various topics that make up the different sections
of the book. Students are also provided with “Inquiry Ques-
tions” to stimulate thought about the material throughout the
book. The questions often involve data that are presented in
figures, but are not limited to this approach, also leading the
student to question the material in the text as well.

Biology Is an Integrative Science

The explosion of molecular information has reverberated
throughout all areas of biological study. Scientists are increas-
ingly able to describe complicated processes in terms of the
interaction of specific molecules, and this knowledge of life
at the molecular level has illuminated relationships that were
previously unknown. Using this cutting-edge information, we
have made great strides to more strongly connect the differ-
ent areas of biology in this edition.

One example of this integration concerns the structure
and function of biological molecules, an emphasis of modern
biology. This revision brings that focus to the entire book using
this as a theme to weave together the different aspects of con-
tent material with a modern perspective. Given the enormous
amount of information that has accumulated in recent years,
this provides a necessary thread that integrates these new per-
spectives into the fabric of the traditional biology text.

Likewise, all current biology texts have added a genom-
ics chapter, and our text was one of the first to do this. This
chapter has been updated, but, more importantly, the results
from the analysis of genomes and the proteomes that they en-
code have been added throughout the book wherever this in-
formation is relevant. This allows a more modern perspective
throughout the book rather than limiting it to a few chapters.
Examples, for instance, can be found in the diversity chapters,
where classification of some organisms were updated based on
new findings revealed by molecular techniques.

This systems approach to biology also shows up at the
level of chapter organization. We introduce genomes in the
genetics section in the context of learning about DNA and
genomics. We then come back to this topic with an entire
chapter at the end of the evolution unit where we look at the
evolution of genomes, followed by a chapter on the evolu-
tion of development, which leads into our unit on the diver-
sity of organisms.

Similarly, we introduce the topic of development with
a chapter in the genetics section, return to it in the evolu-
tion unit, and have dedicated chapters in both the plant and
animal units. This layering of concepts is important as we
believe that students best understand evolution, develop-
ment, physiology, and ecology when they can reflect on the
connections between the microscopic and macroscopic levels
of organization.

Our Enhanced Readability
and Learning System

Biology has always been considered a user-friendly text, but the
sheer volume of information in a major’s biology text demands
that authors do everything possible to make the content clear
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and well-organized to aid the student. In this eighth edition
we have taken steps to help our readers through careful scru-
tiny of the narrative and thorough redesign of our pedagogi-
cal learning system.

Telling the Story of Biology

We had the benefit of an excellent developmental copyeditor
who worked with us on each revised chapter prior to turning
the manuscript over to production. The copyeditor focused
on improving the use of headings to organize the content,
improving the clarity of the writing, making the writing con-
sistent between chapters, consistently identifying and defin-
ing the key terms, and eliminating redundant material within
and among chapters. This process removed the clutter that
can accumulate over several editions and ensured that each
chapter reads smoothly from start to finish.

Providing a Learning System

Part of what makes Biology such an easy book to learn from is
its consistent pedagogical framework, and we have strength-
ened this learning system in the eighth edition. Each chapter
opens with an outline consisting of the numbered headings
and the supporting headings. Throughout the chapter the in-
terior design works with the content to remind the students of
where they are in the chapter.

Each concept within a chapter is clearly demarcated at
beginning and end. The declarative main headings and sen-
tence-style supporting headings provide an excellent over-
view of each concept to be covered. Short interim summaries
following each main concept within the narrative remind stu-
dents of the most critical information they need to take away
from that reading.

Extensive figure legends in conjunction with the new
visual program provide a “visual outline” of all major ideas in
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every chapter. Great care was taken during the paging process
to ensure that with few exceptions figures are displayed on
the same pages where the narrative detail supporting those
figures is provided.

We’ve also created an extensive set of summary tables
throughout the text to make study and review as easy and ef-
ficient as possible. Content reviews at the end of the chapter
recapitulate important content within the same conceptual
framework provided in the opening outline. We’ve also de-
veloped new Challenge Questions to promote active learning
and higher level critical thinking.

Our Commitment to You

We are united in our excitement about this opportunity to
take a textbook that was already accurate and innovative and
move it forward in a meaningful way. We believe our research
and teaching experience provides us with the tools to couple
the most significant modern research findings and scientific
approach to an engaging pedagogical presentation.

In working with reviewers, contributors, focus group
participants, students, and our colleagues around the globe,
we have been impressed with the level of energy, thoughtful-
ness, and dedication faculty and students bring to the study of
biology. It is a privilege to serve you through the pages of this
textbook and its media support program.

Please let us know how we can serve you better by writ-
ing us at ravenbiology@mcgraw-hill.com. Best wishes to you in
your own classroom. We look forward to hearing from you.

Jonathan Losos
Ken Mason

Susan Singer
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Art Review Pamnel
David K. Asch

Youngstown State University
Karl J. Aufderheide

Texas A&M University
Brian Bagatto

University of Akron
Andrew R. Blaustein

Oregon State University
Mark Browning

Purdue University
Jeff Carmichael

University of North Dakota
Wes Colgan IIT

Pikes Peak Community College
Karen A. Curto

University of Pittsburgh
Donald Deters

Bowling Green State University
Ernest F. DuBrul

University of Toledo
Ralph P. Eckerlin

Northern Virginia Community College
Frederick B. Essig

University of South Florida
Sharon Eversman

Montana State University, Bozeman
Barbara A. Frase

Bradley University

Biology Symposium Attendees

John R. Geiser

Western Michigan University
John Graham

Bowling Green State University
Susan E. Hengeveld

Indiana University
David Julian

University of Florida
Pamela J. Lanford

University of Maryland, College Park
James B. Ludden

College of DuPage
Patricia Mire

University of Louisiana, Lafayette
Janice Moore

Colorado State University
Jacalyn S. Newman

University of Pittsburgh
Robert Newman

University of North Dakota
Nicole S. Obert

University of Lllinois, Urbana-Champaign
David G. Oppenheimer

University of Florida
Ellen Ott-Reeves

Blinn College, Bryan
Laurel Bridges Roberts

University of Pittsburgh

Deemah N. Schirf

The University of Texas, San Antonio
Mark A. Sheridan

North Dakota State University
Richard Showman

University of South Carolina
Phillip Snider Jr.

Guadsden State Community College
Nancy G. Solomon

Miami University
David Tam

University of North Texas
Marty Tracey

Florida International University
Michael J. Wade

Indiana University
Jyoti R. Wagle

Houston Commaunity College System, Central
Andy Wang

The University of Iowa
Cindy Martinez Wedig

University of Texas, Pan American
C. B. Wolfe

The University of North Carolina, Charlotte

Every year McGraw-Hill conducts several General Biology Symposia, which are attended by instructors from across the country.
These events are an opportunity for editors from McGraw-Hill to gather information about the needs and challenges of instruc-
tors teaching the major’s biology course. It also offers a forum for the attendees to exchange ideas and experiences with colleagues
they might not have otherwise met. The feedback we have received has been invaluable, and has contributed to the development

of Biology and its supplements.

2006

Michael Bell

Richland College
Scott Bowling

Auburn University
Peter Busher

Boston University
Allison Cleveland

University of South Florida, Tampa
Sehoya Cotner

University of Minnesota
Kathyrn Dickson

California State College, Fullerton
Cathy Donald-Whitney

Collin County Community College
Stanley Faeth

Arizona State University
Karen Gerhart

University of California, Davis

xii  preface

William Glider

University of Nebraska, Lincoln
Stan Guffey

The University of Tennessee
Bernard Hauser

University of Florida, Gainesville
Mark Hens

University of North Carolina, Greensboro
Jim Hickey

Miami University of Obio, Oxford
Sherry Krayesky

University of Louisiana, Lafayette
Brenda Leady

University of Toledo
Michael Meighan

University of California, Berkeley

Comer Patterson
Texas A&M University

Debra Pires

University of California, Los Angeles
Robert Simons

University of California, Los Angeles
Steven D. Skopik

University of Delaware
Ashok Upadhyaya

University of South Florida, Tampa
Anthony Uzwiak

Rutgers University
Dave Williams

Valencia Community College, East Campus
Jay Zimmerman

St. Fobn’s University
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2005
Donald Buckley Sherry Harrel Subhash C. Minocha

Quinnipiac University Eastern Kentucky University University of New Hampshire
Arthur Buikema William Hoese Leonore Neary

Virginia Polytechnic Institute

Anne Bullerjahn
Owens Community College

California State University, Fullerton

Margaret Horton
University of North Carolina, Greensboro

Foliet Funior College
K. Sata Sathasivan
University of Texas, Austin

Garry Davies Carol Hurney David Senseman
University of Alaska-Anchorage Fames Madison University University of Texas, San Antonio
Marilyn Hart James Luken Sukanya Subramanian

Minnesota State University

Coastal Carolina University

Collin County Community College

Daniel Flisser Mark Lyford Randall Terry

Camden County College University of Wyoming Lamar University
Elizabeth Godrick Gail McKenzie Sharon Thoma

Boston University Fefferson State Funior College University of Wisconsin, Madison
Miriam Golbert Melissa Michael William Tyler

College of the Canyons University of Lllinois, Urbana-Champaign Indian River Community College
2004
Jonathan Akin Marilyn Hart Uwe Pott

Northwestern State University of Louisiana Minnesota State University University of Wisconsin, Green Bay
David Asch Marc Hirrel Mitch Price

Youngstown State University University of Central Arkansas Pennsylvania State University
Diane Bassham Carol Johnson Steven Runge

Towa State University Texas A&M University University of Central Arkansas
Donald Buckley Dan Krane Thomas Shafer

Quinnipiac University Weright State University University of North Carolina
Ruth Buskirk Karin Krieger Wilmington

University of Texas, Austin
Charles Creutz
University of Toledo

Lydia Daniels
University of Pittsburgh

University of Wisconsin, Green Bay
Josephine Kurdziel

University of Michigan
Martha Lundell

University of Texas, San Antonio

Richard Showman
University of South Carolina

Michele Shuster
New Mexico State University

Dessie Underwood

Laura DiCaprio Roberta Maxwell California State University, Long Beach
Ohio University University of North Carolina, Greensboro Mike Wade

Michael Dini John Merrill Indiana University
Texas Tech University Michigan State University Elizabeth Willott

John Doctor Melissa Michael University of Arizona
Duguesne University University of lllinois, Urbana-Champaign Carl Wolfe

Ernest DuBrul Peter Niewarowski University of North Carolina, Charlotte
University of Toledo University of Akron

John Elam Ronald Patterson

Florida State University

Samuel Hammer
Boston University

Majors Biology Media Focus Group

Michigan State University

Peggy Pollak
Northern Arizona University

Russell Borski John Merrill Randall Phillis
North Carolina State University Michigan State University University of Massachusetts, Amberst
Mark Decker Melissa Michael Mitch Price

University of Minnesota

University of lllinois, Urbana-Champaign

Pennsylvania State University
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